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and our role is to apply those rules and
regulations as they are written.

Board Message
We hope everyone had a wonderful
Thanksgiving and were able to share in the
many blessings we have with family and
friends. We now look forward to the
Christmas season or other ethnic
celebrations that come this time of year
and the many decorated houses.
There is a lot happening the next several
months. Most important is a meeting
coming up in January to vote on long
needed revisions to out documents in the
way of Amendments. Voting on the
proposed Amendments is your opportunity
to have your voice heard and to address
the many concerns brought to the Boards
attention. Originally this vote was to take
place in November but after hearing your
concerns we went back and made some
revisions and agreed to mail out the
Amendment proposals and proxies further
in advance of the is required time since the
revisions are quite extensive. Please take
time to review them when you get the
material and if you have any questions,
please let a Board member know. Please
return you proxy as soon as you can. We
plan to post a copy of the Amendment
changes on our Face Book page as well as
on the Real Manage Residential Portal.
As you read thru the Amendment
proposals keep in mind that most of the
documents were prepared by the developer
and first Board back when the community
was first built. These documents are
recorded in the records of the County.
They are not something your Board just
threw together or change as we see fit. We
are governed by what is in the documents
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There are several articles in this newsletter
that need your attention as well as updates
on what is happening in the community.
Please read the complete newsletter.
Please remember to make your first quarter
HOA Fee payment. See the related article.
We hope everyone has a wonderful
Holiday Season no matter how you
celebrate, and a Happy New Year! Travel
safely and remember - Be Kind and Stay
Safe

Proposed Amendments to the
Declarations of Covenants,
Conditions and Restrictions for
Charleston Corners HOA
In a separate mailing to come out in
December we will be presenting 18
proposed amendments to be voted on by
proxy or in person at a meeting in January.
We are getting the Amendments,
explanation of the Amendments and Proxy
out well in advance of the meeting to vote
on them so everyone has a plenty of time to
read them over or ask questions of the
Board members to be able to make an
informed decision.
A good number of the amendment changes
are necessary to bring our documents into
compliance with current Florida law,
eliminate references to the developer, and
make it possible for updates when Florida
law may change. Basically, our documents
have not been updated since they were
originally adopted in the early 1990’s and
because of changes in the law we are
woefully out of step with current law and
this in turn has presented some difficulty in
trying to properly manage the affairs of the
community. For instance, back in the 90’s

we did not have electric cars or scooters,
security cameras, Airbnb and other issues.
The changes also help clarify some vague
or outdated wording on what is expected of
homeowners to properly maintain their
property.
Several new additions are being proposed
that will address issues brought to the
Board over the past several years that we
were powerless to address because we had
no requirements in our documents. Many
times, residents did not understand our
dilemma in wanting to help but powerless
to do so. Some of these issues involved
concerns over rental properties, vehicle
parking such as trucks and inoperable cars,
amenities use and violation of rules that
keep our facilities safe for everyone,
permitting certain types of displays under
Florida law and the sensible use of security
cameras to mention a few. A detailed
explanation will be provided in the
mailing.
In November we held an information
session to answer questions on the
amendments that we originally planned to
vote on that month. That meeting with
good community input afforded us an
opportunity to further refine the
amendments as well as correct a number of
typographical errors. The Board has spent
a lot of time over the past several months
with our lawyer to make sure we will have
the most up to date documents and ones
that will serve the community for years to
come.
The Board recommends voting in favor of
all the proposed changes.
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Board of Directors
Nydia M LaPlante - President
George Small - Vice President
Robert Rogers - Treasurer

At Tampa Electric, our crews
take pride in keeping the lights
on for you. If you see a
malfunctioning
streetlight,
please follow these three easy
steps.

Melanie Totcky - Secretary
Elsa Duncan - Board Member
Gwendolyn Lancaster Property
Manager
RealManage (866) 473-2573
chacorne@ciramail.com

For Advertising Contact:
813-991-7843
ikarepublishing@gmail.com
You may view the current
Charleston Corners newsletter
in it’s entirety by logging onto
www.IKarepublishing.com.

1.

Make a note of the pole ID
number and the nearest
street address or
intersection to the light.
This helps locate the light
quickly.
2. Report the light at
tampaelectric.com (search
for :streetlight) or call:
(813) 223-0800
Hillsborough
3. Provide your contact
information so we can
acknowledge your request.
By letting us know when you
see a malfunction streetlight,
you can help us serve you - and
the community - better.

Tampa Electric knows some our
customers have special needs,
which can be aided through local
governmental agencies. Such needs
could be caused by a community
wide emergency. Each county we
serve allows its residents to preregister with a local response team
that provides aid to person who
require special assistance during
evacuations and sheltering because
of disabilities.
For more information, please call
the special-needs registry in your
area:
(813) 307-8063 Hillsborough County
(727) 847-8137 Pasco County

Tampaelectric.com

HOA FEE REMINDER
January 1, 2023, marks the beginning of the new year and the first
quarterly payment of the HOA fees. These years fee is $186.00
per quarter or $744.00 for the year. Please note that this is an
increase from last year. The Board found it necessary to increase
the fee in order to offset large increases in electric and insurance
costs among others. There are no coupon books again this year so
please be sure to follow the payment directions on the letter to
come out from RealManage.
Prompt payment allows us to meet our budget obligations. While
this is an increase from last year we still enjoy the lowest HOA
fee of all our surrounding communities.
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Zoning Update Request Withdrawn
The re-zoning request for the parcel of land that runs along
Montague St and Waters Ave has been withdrawn by the
developer. It appears that there are two factors leading to this
decision. First, he only had a 90-day window for all the hearings
to take place and he ran out of time. Second, there were some
extensive review comments that needed to be addressed. One
was a requirement that the Wetland areas be well delineated in
the field by the developer. Since this could take several months
to complete this would run the clock out. I would like to think
that Community and Board comments raised awareness to the
County that we had major concerns as well that needed to be
addressed.
We may not have heard the last of this as the developer may
resubmit plans sometime in the future addressing all the County
comments. We need to watch for any new sign postings and
mailings on this.
Since our last article the developer on numerous occasions has
had crews in the area cutting brush and trees in the wetland areas.
This is a violation of law and they have been reported to The
Environmental Protection Commission who now has active
violation files on the property. If anyone sees crews working on
the property that may be in the wetland areas, please report this
to the EPC as it is happening.

Trash Dumpster Problem
For years the HOA has maintained a
trash dumpster located just off the
parking lot of the clubhouse near the
tennis courts. This is a 2yd dumpster
that is emptied once a week by a
separate hauler not associated with the
residential trash pickup. This dumpster
is under a permit from the County and is
there for trash only and used by our
cleaner for emptying trash cans around
the clubhouse, dog stations and for trash
from parties at the clubhouse. The size
of the dumpster has always handled the
trash from normal use, up until this year.
Almost weekly the dumpster is filled to overflowing with
everything imaginable, put there illegally by residents. We have
found furniture, lawn chairs, construction debris from
remodeling projects, appliances, bikes, general household trash
to mention a few things. Often the lid can not be closed, and
animals have gotten into the trash. Our contract waste company
has charged us an additional $175 as an overage fee each time it
is overflowing. This is beyond the normal monthly fee. This has
gotten so bad that they have served us notice that they will need
to report this to Code Enforcement if it continues as it is a health
issue. In addition, it is a safety issue for those who have to dump
the container.
Recently someone filled the dumpster with construction debris
from a bathroom remodel project. That left no room for trash
generated from two weekend parties.
The Board is faced with some costly options (not anticipated in
the upcoming budget year). We have decided that we need to
lock the dumpster, which is the least expensive option. Our hope
is that residents will not just pile their trash outside the dumpster
if they find it locked rather than put it out for normal collection
twice a week. If you have construction waste, you can make
special arrangements for pick up thru the County.
We hope this information gets this under control.
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Round a Bout – Work continues on this
project at Montague St and Memorial Ave.
Several traffic switches are taking place as
the new legs of the round a bout are
constructed and more will be coming.
Please be careful while traveling in this
construction zone.
Dog Waste Stations – All of the waste
stations have been replaced! A big thank
you to Bob McElroy, Beautification
Committee and three young men from the
community who removed all the old ones,
assembled, and installed the new ones.
Clubhouse Bathrooms – The new
baseboard moldings will be installed
shortly. That will complete the projects
within the clubhouse.
Clubhouse Roof – At the November Board
meeting a bid was accepted from a
contractor to replace the clubhouse roof.
This work should begin in December and
will take several days to complete. This
work could not come soon enough as the
last several storms have pulled some
shingles from our roof.
Playground Mulch – New mulch is
scheduled to be placed in the play area in
the coming month.
Damaged Fence – There are several
sections of fence that have been damaged
along Montague St that will be repaired.
Bob and George looked at the structures
and could not fix them since some fence
parts were broken. We need to contract out
this work.
Irrigation – After much delay we should
now have our irrigation system fixed. In
the process we had to repair 2 main pipes
that were found to be damaged a long time
ago and never detected, replaced a control
unit and had to rewire and replace electrical
components that run the well pumps. As
we got one item repaired and working, that
generated another problem. (That is why I
do not like to do plumbing work).

HO HO HO!!! Some Holiday Activities in the Tampa Bay Area:
Holiday Fun at Winter Village (Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park, 600 N Ashley Dr., Tampa)
– November 18 to January 4th 2023
Visit Facebook page @WinterVillageTampa for real time details.
This venue offers a Tree Lighting Ceremony, Ice skating ($17 per person all ages),
Shopping, Curling, Holiday-Themed Bike Ride (Dec 10th), Santa Sightings, Interactive trip
through Tampa’s downtown on the winter Village Express, Choo Choo train rides and so
much more. Visit wintervillagetampa.com for more activities and details.
Tampa Riverwalk Holiday Spectacular
Nov – Jan
Tampa’s Holiday Market
Sunday December 4th 11am at Water Works Park, 1710 N Highlands Avenue, Tampa
Jingle Bell Bazaar at Ybor
Sunday December 11 12pm at Centennial Park, Tampa
Holiday Lights at Largo Central Park
November 25 – January 2
Holiday Lights at Chick-Fil-A on Waters Avenue, Tampa
Visit the store at 6299 W Waters avenue in Tampa
Drive-Thru Holiday Event
Wonderland of Lights and Santa’s Village at Auburndale International Market World (1052
US-92). A drive-thru event to experience a mile of spectacular lights with a visit at Santa’s
Village at the end. This venue also offers out of car activities
Winter Beach at the St. Pete Pier (November 20 – January 17)
Outdoor ice skating on real ice. Visit winterbeachstpete.com for details
12 Days of Christmas on Clearwater Beach
December 1st – December 15th
Largo Central Railroad – Dec 10th & 11th
Largo Central Railroad is offering its themed North Pole Express. This mini train will take
you and the kids on a beautiful ride through the park that is lit and decorated for the
holidays. Tickets are $25 per rider.
Holiday Lighted Boat Parades
Tampa Riverwalk December 17
Tarpon Springs December 2
Treasure Island December 17
Christmas on the Farm at Horse Power for Kids
December 10th & 11th from 6pm to 9pm. $10 per person (12 months and under are free).
Proceeds go toward the rescue and rehab of all the animals on the farm. Visit
horsepowerforkids.com
Christmas in the Wild – Zoo Tampa at Lowry Park
It’s the most wonderful time of the year as Zoo Tampa at Lowry Park transforms into a
world of holiday cheer for Christmas in the Wild!
Christmas Town at Busch Gardens
Daily from November 13th, 2022 to January 2nd, 2023.
Holidays at Legoland
November 25 – December 31st
Mickey’s Very Merry Christmas Party
At Magic Kingdom in Walt Disney World
November 8th – December 22nd
SeaWorld Orlando Christmas Celebration
November 11 – December 31
Holidays at Universal Orlando
November 12 – January 1st
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Shopping Carts
Within the last month we have had shopping carts from Target left in our community. The first one was
found thrown into a pond on Manassas Road. A resident pulled it out and Bob McElroy took it back to
Target.
The second one was found sitting just off Waters Ave in the TECO easement. Again, with the help of
George loaded the cart into Bobs puck up and took it back to Target. We hope this is not a continuing
pattern. Finding the second one in the easement gave us concern that there may be a homeless
encampment in the area. We walked the entire easement as well as a lot of the wooded area but found no
evidence of an encampment.
Removing shopping carts for a store is a violation of state law. If you happen to see anyone pushing a
cart in the community, please immediately notify the Sheriff’s Department. On their 911 line. Perhaps
they can catch someone in the act.
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