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Newcomers learn about The Henry Plant Museum 
 

May is a month to celebrate mom, remember the fallen and perhaps 
enjoy a mint julep while watching the Kentucky Derby.   It’s also a 
busy month for Newcomers with a formal luncheon, a full slate of 
activities and elections for the new leadership team.  
 

On May 18th, Newcomers will hear from Daniel Carpenter, Volunteer 
Manager and Tour Coordinator for the Henry Plant Museum, at their 
formal luncheon.  Originally from Wisconsin, Dan, his wife Katherine 
and their cats Jack and Bobby made Tampa their home in April of 
2020. Dan has a passion for history and his enthusiasm and knowledge 
about the historic museum where he works is captivating.  He loves to 
share stories about Henry Plant and the mark that he made on history. 
History buffs will be interested to hear about Tampa’s important role 
in the Spanish/American war of 1898.  And, if you ask, Dan will share 
a story about the richly decorated Imari porcelain vase that graces the 
main hall.  
 

The Henry B. Plant Museum is located on the grounds of the 
University of Tampa inside the original Tampa Bay Hotel which 
opened in 1891. The building, now a US National Historic Landmark, 
was built by transportation tycoon Henry B Plant to promote rail 
passenger traffic to the area. Designed by architect J.A. Wood, the 
building operated as a hotel until 1932 after which it was acquired by 
the University of Tampa. The six signature minarets have come to be 
seen as a symbol of the city of Tampa. “The building design is 
Moorish revival architecture” explained Daniel Carpenter.  “The 
architect wanted the building to look exotic and he certainly 
accomplished that with the minarets.”   
 

If you want to visit the museum, it is open 10am to 5pm Tues to 
Saturday and 12pm to 5pm on Sunday.  The current exhibit, Imagined 
East: Decorative Arts and the Imperial Gaze, is on display through 
August 20th and features Oriental artifacts from Mr. and Mrs. Plant’s 
collection as well as items on loan from private the public collections.  
May’s a great month to visit, as admission is free on Saturday May 
13th for everyone and mom’s get in free on Sunday May 14th.  
 

Here's some of what else Newcomers has planned for May: 
 

Wine Group: On May 12th, wine club attendees will meet at a 
member’s home to learn about wine, enjoy hors d'oeuvres and great 
company.  Jackie Daniels does an outstanding job organizing these 
events which are always a lot of fun. The April gathering for both 
couples and singles, featured “women in the wine industry” and was 
graciously hosted by Marilyn Schwartz and Judi Yokum.  
 

Book Club: On May 26th the group will discuss Mistress of the Ritz by 
Melanie Benjamin.  The 2020 novel is based on a true story about an 
American woman who secretly worked for the French Resistance 
during World War II at the Hôtel Ritz in Paris 
 

Ladies Night Out: On May 31st the group will meet at a local 
restaurant for a meal and happy hour.  Marilyn Schwartz coordinates 
the outings and lets interested members know the location several 
weeks in advance. 
 

If you are interested in attending any of these gatherings or hearing 
about the many other activities that Newcomers has to offer, please 
reach out to Jo Ann @ Membership2.Newcomers@yahoo.com.   We’d 
love to meet you! Membership is just $30 annually.  Newcomers 
welcomes all women new to the area, those who have recently retired, 
changed marital status or are just looking for a new community of 
friends.  Club details can be found @ 
www.newcomersnwhillsborough.com. 
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Free, No obligation estimate  

 
813.295.1217 
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THE ALTERNATIVE        

This Mother's Day, why not get the whole 

family together for some creative fun and 

games? Here are 10 ways to inject some 

laughter—and love—into your Mother's 

Day celebration. 

 

Go to the “movies”. 

One good way to share family memories is 

to look at old photographs or home movies. 

If you live near Grandma or Grandpa, ask 

them to pull out old photos and movies of 

you as a child, and take a trip together 

down memory lane. Your kids will get a 

kick out of the styles of clothes you wore—

not to mention the fact that you were once a 

baby, toddler, or teen. 

 

Find the humor in family life. 

Start a new tradition this year by creating a 

family comic strip. Take a long sheet of 

paper, and draw three or four large squares 

next to one another, like a newspaper comic 

strip. Then think of an event, celebration, or 

something funny that happened this past 

year, and illustrate it with markers, crayons, 

or paints. Be sure to include dialogue, a 

date, and a title, such as "Life with the 

Smiths." Older children can help with the 

drawing and writing, while younger kids 

can dictate their thoughts or help color. 

Save your comic strip, and create another 

one next year and others in years to come. 

When you're ready to compile all of your 

strips into a book, stack the pages and 

thread them together with sturdy yarn. 

 

Take an exotic "vacation." 

Even if you can't afford to go to Paris for 

the weekend, you can still enjoy a little 

taste of France (or any other destination 

that intrigues you). Get some croissants for 

breakfast, pack a picnic lunch of French 

bread, cheese, and fruit, or order a meal 

from your favorite deli or restaurant 

(quiche, anyone?), and get into the flavor of 

the country. For an added touch, adorn your 

kitchen or dining room table with a red-and

-white-checkered tablecloth and fresh 

flowers, put on some French music, and 

teach your kids a few basic words in 

French, such as "bonjour" (good morning) 

and "merci" (thank you). 

 

Make a little music. 

Nothing brightens a family celebration 

quite like music. But if you want 

to really turn up the volume on fun, stage 

your own "lip-synch" contest. To begin, 

have each family member choose a favorite 

song from a CD, tape, or video that you 

currently own. Then turn on the music, and 

let each person lip-synch the words to the 

song, doing his or her best to mimic the 

performer. (Your 2-year-old, for instance, 

can pretend he's Barney singing the "I Love 

You" song.) Other family members can rate 

the performance from one (not at all like 

the performer) to five (exactly like the 

performer), and write down their score on a 

card. The person with the highest score 

wins the contest. 

 

Get pampered. 

At some point on Mother's Day, you may 

want some time alone or a chance for a 

little rest and relaxation. Make sure you get 

what you need—and deserve—by asking 

for it in advance. For instance, a few days 

before Mother's Day, give your husband 

and kids a list of five "services" you desire. 

The list could include: 

• An hour alone so I can call a friend or 

soak in the tub 

• A chance to sleep in until 9 a.m. 

• A manicure at my favorite nail salon 

• No sibling squabbles for an hour 

• Whatever else you'd really love! 

Have your husband and kids make up 

coupons with each of these services, and be 

sure to redeem them throughout Mother's 

Day weekend. 

 

Go on a "bug safari." 

Now that spring's in the air, why not gather 

up your family for a good old-fashioned 

bug safari? To begin, you'll need an insect 

field guide (to identify the creepy, crawly 

creatures), a magnifying glass (to inspect 

them closely), and a field to explore (this 

could be your own backyard or a local 

park). Get kids in the spirit by telling them 

some fun facts about bugs. For instance, 

grasshoppers can leap 20 times the length 

of their body.  

 

Plant some flowers. 

If you have some extra space in your 

garden, you can create a real, live Mother's 

Day canvas. First, buy various packets of 

flower seeds that grow fast and well in your 

region. Then have your kids draw a picture 

or write a short message (like "We love 

Mom") in the garden dirt with a stick. Drop 

the flower seeds into the dirt lines; then 

cover them up, and water every few days. 

Before long, your picture (or message) will 

be blooming, and you'll have a Mother's 

Day gift that keeps on growing. 

 

Make a "lasting impression." 

On a warm day, go outside and have your 

children (and anyone else who's game) 

place their hands and feet into a shallow tub 

of colorful, nontoxic paint. Spread out a roll 

of butcher paper, and have everyone press 

their hands and feet onto it, leaving their 

prints behind. Label each handprint and 

footprint with the person's name, the date, 

and special message to Mom, and allow 

your collective masterpiece to dry. Try this 

activity again next year, and see how much 

bigger some hands and feet have become! 

 

Read a good book. 

If you want to have some downtime on 

Mother's Day, take a blanket outside and 

leaf through a children's book that's just 

right for the day, such as The Mother's Day 

Mice, No Time for Mother's Day, Clifford's 

Happy Mother's Day, or Are You My 

Mother? You could also select one of your 

own childhood favorites, and read it with 

your kids. 

 

Schedule time for hugs. 

Finally, what would Mother's Day be like 

without hugs and kisses all around? One 

way to work them into your day is by 

setting up a silly "hugs and kisses" schedule 

and posting it on the refrigerator or other 

visible spot. For instance, you could write, 

"10:30 a.m.: Everyone runs around the 

couch and gives Mom a hug and kiss." or 

"2:15 p.m.: Everyone hops around the oak 

tree on one foot and assembles for a group 

hug." Make up your own directions and 

silly things to do -- but be sure to include 

lots of hugs, kisses, and laughter in your 

day.  Parents.com 
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The History of Memorial Day 
 

Memorial Day is a US federal holiday which is 
celebrated every year on the final Monday of May. 
Memorial Day is a day of remembering the men and 
women who died while serving in the United States 
Armed Forces. Formerly known as Decoration Day, it 
originated after the American Civil War to 
commemorate the Union and Confederate soldiers who 
died in the Civil War. By the 20th century, Memorial 
Day had been extended to honor all Americans who have 
died while in the military service. It typically marks the 
start of the summer vacation season, while Labor Day 
marks its end. 
 
Many people visit cemeteries and memorials, 
particularly to honor those who have died in military 
service. Many volunteers place an American flag on 
each grave in national cemeteries. 
 
Annual Decoration Days for particular cemeteries are 
held on a Sunday in late spring or early summer in some 
rural areas of the American South, notably in the mountains. In cases involving a family graveyard where remote ancestors as well as those 
who were deceased more recently are buried, this may take on the character of an extended family reunion to which some people travel 
hundreds of miles. People gather on the designated day and put flowers on graves and renew contacts with kinfolk and others. There often is a 
religious service and a "dinner on the ground," the traditional term for a potluck meal in which people used to spread the dishes out on sheets 
or tablecloths on the grass. It is believed that this practice began before the American Civil War and thus may reflect the real origin of the 
"memorial day" idea. 
 
Memorial Day is not to be confused with Veterans Day; Memorial Day is a day of remembering the men and women who died while serving, 
while Veterans Day celebrates the service of all U.S. military veterans. 
 
 

The gravestones at Arlington National Cemetery are decorated by U.S. flags on Memorial Day weekend. 
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