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Country Place 

Maintenance District Corner 

Welcome to summer Country 
Place Neighbors! It feels as if it 
is already in full swing with 
longer days, higher 
temperatures, and extra tender 
loving care needed for our 
lawns. Here’s to hoping that the 
April showers bring us May 
flowers!  

Your Maintenance District Board is excited to share with you all of 
the great work being done to beautify our community’s common 
areas. You may have noticed that we have finished refurbishing the 
Deed Restriction sign at the Summerwind entrance. Now we will 
move to repairing the curb around both islands there. We are about 
to start to install the lighting for the Shillington Drive sign, and will 
address the areas between the wall and sidewalk at the Hutchison 
Road wall. Also remember that Mother’s and Father’s Day are right 
around the corner. If you can’t think of anything to get them, 
consider taking them on a leisurely stroll around the spruced-up 
pond along Hutchinson Road. The work we began to clean it up is 
really starting to show and it makes for an extremely pleasant 
centerpiece to the Country Lake Drive and Pennington Road 
entrances. 

As always, please let us know how you feel the Board is doing 
overall. Is there anything that needs addressed? Do you have any 
ideas for improvements?  We are your representatives and are 
working for you, so we want to hear what you want! Please drop us 
a line anytime at CountryPlaceSMD@gmail.com.  Check out our 
website at https://countryplace.mydistrictwebsite.com/ and 
remember that you are always welcome to join us and see what is 
happening in your community.  

Board Corner 
 
The Board of Directors of Country Place would like to wish all the 
moms and dads of Country Place a fantastic Mother’s and Father’s 
Day in the coming weeks.   
 
Spring is a time of renewal and the neighbors in Country Place have 
begun working on their yards.  It’s nice to see green lawns 
revitalized by the rain and new flowers going in for many 
neighbors.  There is just something magical about walking around 
the neighborhood to see so much color in the lawns and flowers.   
 
That being said, with Greenacre letting us know in their article in 
this newsletter that they intend to resume violations for sod 
violations in July, we all have at least a month to get working on 
our lawns.  The most common response received about sod 
violations is that homeowners are awaiting rain to regrow their sod.  
However, there is often much more that is needed to keep lawns 
healthy throughout the year – even through the dry season.  Lawns 
should be watered regardless of a sprinkler system.  Either hand-
watering as needed or purchasing an attachment for your hose to 
use throughout the week – this will help get your lawn to come back 
from the dormant winter much quicker.  Additionally, owners 
should remove weeds from lawns throughout the year.  If weeds are 
not removed prior to watering, you might just spend the money 
watering weeds instead of lawn!   
 
Thank you for allowing our board members to serve you this past 
year.  With each annual election comes new ideas and new 
volunteers in the community.  If you would like to help out in the 
neighborhood – and maybe not even as a board member, but 
perhaps something more ‘fun’ like helping to lead, organize or 
volunteer some events for the community, please email Melinda 
your information (MelindaS@greenacre.com).  
 

Happy Spring Neighbors! 
Notes From Management: 

 

As the dry season comes to an end in the next couple months, it is the time of year to assess your lawn and landscaped beds.  
 Lawns shall be properly maintained, if bare areas have taken over in the dry season – work on replacing and repairing the damage. If you 

are interested in the installation of Florida Friendly landscaping, an ARC application must be submitted via the Greenacre portal. Sod 
violations will resume 7/1/23.  

 All landscaped beds should be properly maintained, free of weeds, and have appropriate mulch/ground cover so no bare earth is visible.  
 
So far in 2023, 35% of violations have been due to trash cans being left out or stored within view. See guidelines below- 
 Trash containers can be along the street the day of scheduled garbage pickup and must be put away, out of view from the street, by the 

end of the trash day. 
 Trash containers must be stored in garage or screened so that they are not seen from the street. 
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COUNTRY  PLACE 
Homeowners Board Of Directors 

 

PRESIDENT 
Tina Rhodes 

 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Patrick Schafer 

 

SECRETARY 
Kim Haag 

 

TREASURER 
Paul Van Steenbergen 

 

DIRECTOR  
Ellia Silwiak 

 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGER 
Greenacre Properties, Inc. 

Melinda Spall 
4131 Gunn Highway 

Tampa, FL 33618 
ph: 813-936-4154 

meilindas@greenacre.com 

Did you know Country Place has a website? For the most 
up-to-date documents please visit our website 

at www.countryplace.org. We update the HOA meetings, 
time and location which has been changing due to Covid. 

 

COUNTRY PLACE 
 Maintenance District 

 

The Country Place Maintenance District was created 
and purposed to manage and maintain the common 
areas and property of Country Place. This includes all 
areas of ingress and egress to our community.  Signage, 
landscaping, mowing, mulching and other misc. 
maintenance functions are overseen by this Board. 
 

PRESIDENT 
Darrel Spacone 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Matthew Banas 

 

 

SECETARY 
Keith Colini 

 

TREASURER 
Chris Rhodes 

TRUSTEE 
Chuck Urbinek 

 

 
TRUSTEE 

Wayne Swift 
 

 
TRUSTEE 
VACANT 

 

 

IKare Publishing is not responsible for content and as editor reserves 
the right to edit articles for content, length, grammar, and 
readability.   

 

Please remember to keep your pet on a leash 

when you let them out or walk them.  There 

have been some reported issues with pets 

running loose in the community.  Please 

also remember to pick up after your pets. 

 

https://www.countryplace.mydistrictwebsite.com 
 

Country Place 
Maintenance District 

3853 Northdale Blvd, P.O.Box 282 
Tampa, FL 33624 

 
Meetings: 2nd Monday of each month 

Meeting time: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
Meeting location:  

15546 Hooting Owls Place 
countryplacesmd@gmail.com 
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Hi Neighbors, Happy Mothers Day to all the moms!  I hope each of you 
get breakfast in bed. With all the updates that have been done to the 

park, it has been wonderful seeing neighbors enjoying it!   
 

Here is a cute story from The Hopkins Family for this month’s edition 
of the newsletter.  If you have anything you would like to share, please 

email me at charli71@gmail.com. 
 
Hi there!  Were the Hopkins family.  We have been a part of Country 
Place since 2010.  We’re three-humans strong and have (what feels 
like) three-zillion pets at this point!  Time to meet us! 
Jordan (Dad), Chris (Mom), Braden (11 year-old son), River (friendliest 
dog ever), Bella (bunny and queen of the house), Riley (Braden’s 
leopard gecko and newest edition to our home), The fish (too many to 
name, but they’re pretty cool). 
 
During our first week in Country Place, Jordan was dragging the trash 
can out to the curb around 9:30 at night, fumbling around to see if 
anyone else was doing it.  Lo’ and behold a neighbor across the street 
was also dragging out his can.  Phew, Jordan thought. Trash must be 
coming tomorrow.  
 
“Hey, welcome!” the man waved, dropping his can down.  “I’m Joey.” 
“Hey, I’m Jordan!  Is tomorrow trash day?  We’re kinda new here.” 
“Ha, funny you say that.  I have no idea either.  We just moved in a 
couple days ago.” 
  
So, both neighbors…just guessed.  Thankfully garbage collection was 
the next day.  From then on both of our families have grown close as 
our kiddos have grown up together.  This has been the time and joy of 
living on Eagle River Way.  Each neighbor, home and family has been 
welcoming, fun and unique in their own way.  Our children have grown 
up together and some of our neighbors’ children are adults with their 
own families now. 
 
Let’s not forget all of the wonderfully furry children on our block.  
Taking River for a walk feels like a joyous homecoming as she comes 
across Jo-Jo and Charlie (these are other dogs).  The humans she loves:  
Ms. Donna, Mr. Mike, Mr. Gary, Ms. Charlene, Mr. Curtis and others. 
 
Besides family and pets, we love the outdoors.  You’ll often see us 
biking or going kayaking.  We also love serving others.  You’ll find us 
involved with our church, Trinity New Life (off 54).  Jordan is into 
playing the guitar and 
reading. Chris loves books, 
organizing and humor.  
Braden loves all things 
nature, rocks, animal, and 
wheels (cars. bikes, etc.).  
He’s also learning guitar.  
River, the dog, loves to lie 
belly-up in the sun outside.  
We often worry hawks or 
turkey vultures will mistake 
her for a corpse because 
she’s so chill. 
 
Well, that’s a little bit about 
us.  We hope to see you 
around the neighborhood! 



WHO TO  
CALL 

 To report a street light outage: https://secure.tampaelectric.com/
tampaelectricsecure/forms/residential/streetlightout/ 
 

To report speeding and traffic issues: http://www.hcso.tampa.fl.us/
getdoc/aba59046-1e3a-4edb-a2d0-a77b8f51220e/Contact.aspx 
 

To report potholes, damaged or missing street signs, lifting/trip-
hazards with sidewalks, or other street/sidewalk issues: https://
service.hillsboroughcounty.org/311/roads-sidewalks/ 
 

To report or follow up on a violation: 
Phone: 813-600-1100                                                       
Email: melindas@greenacre.com 
 
To request FHP presence for a general day/time/area: 
Phone: 813-600-1100                                                        
Email: melindas@greenacre.com 
 

Report an issue with the entrances managed by the special mainte-
nance district:   darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com 
 

To request FHP presence for a general day/time/area: 
Phone: 813-600-1100                                                           
Email: melindas@greenacre.com 
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The BEST Key Lime Pie 
 
This is the BEST Key Lime Pie, so easy too! 
A traditional Key Lime pie recipe that is, 
citrusy, sweet-tart — the perfect sweet to-
pucker ratio; light and bright with a crisp not
-to-sweet graham cracker crust! Award win-
ning!   Author: Kathleen Pope 
 
Prep Time, 20 min  *  Cook Time, 28 min  *  
Chill Time, 3 hrs  *  Total Time, 3 hrs 48 
min 
 
INGREDIENTS 

Graham Cracker Crust 
� 2 cups graham cracker crumbs, 1 sleeve 
equals about a cup 
� 2 cups graham cracker crumbs, 1 sleeve 
equals about a cup 
� 1/4 cup sugar 
� 6 Tablespoons butter, melted 
 
Key Lime Pie Filling 
� 2 cans sweetened condensed milk, 14 
ounce cans 
� 1/2 cup sour cream 
� 2-3 Key Limes, zested (Persian limes may 
be used) 
� 3/4 cup Key Lime juice*, about 30 Key 
Limes and about 9 Persian limes if using 
� 2 large egg yolks 
 
Whipping Cream 
� 8 oz Heavy Whipping Cream 
� 1-2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
� 2-4 tablespoons powdered sugar 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 GRAHAM CRACKER CRUST 
 Preheat oven to 350°F. Melt butter 

and set aside. Finely crush graham 
crackers in food processor, blender 
or freezer baggie with rolling pin 
until all the same size. Add in sugar 
and pulse a few times until blended, 
pour in butter and stir with fork or 
pulse a couple times until mixed. 
Reserve 1/4 cup crumb mixture for 
topping, if desired. 

 Pour crust mixture into 9" deep dish pie 
dish and using hands, press into bottom 
and up sides, evenly. Bake for 6-8 
minutes, just golden, not browned. 
Remove from oven and cool complete-
ly on wire rack. 

 If needed, cool for 10 minutes on rack, 
then transfer to freezer for 20-30 
minutes to cool completely. 

 
KEY LIME FILLING 
 Preheat oven to 350°F. Wash, dry and 

zest limes, set zest aside until ready to 
use. Squeeze 3/4 cup of lime juice 
(about 24 key limes, or 6 Persian li-
mes). 

 Pour lime juice, sweetened condensed 
milk, sour cream, egg yolks (if using) 
and zest into the bowl of a stand mixer 
and mix on low until combined, then 
increase to medium-high for 2-3 
minutes. Scraping down sides once or 
twice. DO NOT SKIP THE LONGER 
WHIPPING. Whip until batter is thick-
ened. 

 Pour Key 
Lime filling 
into COOLED 
graham crack-
er crust. Bake 
at 350 for 15-
20 minutes 
until center is 
set, but still 
jiggles slightly 
when shaken. 
DO NOT AL-
LOW TO 
BROWN. Remove from oven to cooling 
rack and cool for 30 minutes. Place in 
fridge for at least 3 hours — if you remove 
sooner it will still taste good, it will just not 
be quite as set if you had let it sit longer in 
the fridge. See notes for details if making 
key lime mini pies. 

 
WHIPPED CREAM AND GARNISH 
 While your pie is cooling, make whipped 

cream. Pour cold whipping cream into cool 
bowl and whip until stiff peaks form. Add 
vanilla and powdered sugar, mixing on low 
until combined, then increase to speed to 
medium-high and whip until thick, almost 
to a light butter stage. 

 Scoop out and into piping bag with star tip. 
Whipped cream in bag may be kept in 
fridge until ready to garnish pie. Garnish 
with whipping cream stars, a little lime zest, 
graham cracker crumbs and a slice of lime. 
Keep refrigerated until ready to serve and 
chill all leftovers. 
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