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Twelve Oaks Special District 
2023-24 Budget   

 

Important Message to 

homeowners!  Trustees of the 

Twelve Oaks Special District 

(TOSD) are committed to 

helping homeowners 

understand how their tax 

dollars are allocated. 

Homeowners are invited to be 

involved in the budget process 

and to share their priorities with the Board of Trustees.    

 

The proposed assessment per home for the 2023-24 

fiscal year is to remain $150.00. These funds pay for 

functions and services that are not paid by 

Hillsborough County tax assessments.  In a typical 

fiscal year your elected Trustees (listed on page 3 of 

this newsletter) use these monies to pay for 

maintenance of the wall, grounds (common areas), and 

the water in our ponds.  These monies also pay for 

property damage, security patrols, water, electrical 

power, and street sweeping throughout the subdivision.  

In addition to normal operating expenses, the District 

undertakes numerous other projects to improve the 

quality of life in our neighborhood.   

 

The Proposed Budget Hearing for the 2023-2024 fiscal 

year was held at the April TOSD meeting and the 

proposed assessment per home is to remain $150.00. 

The Board will review the budget at the  June 14th 

TOSD meetings and a final vote will take place at 

the July 12th meeting.  Homeowners are encouraged 

to attend the TOSD meetings which are held the 

second Wednesday of the month at the Jackson 

Springs Community Center.   
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For County Services Who Do You Call?   
 

Contact Hillsborough County at 272-5900, a one-stop 

county service and information center!  The center 

provides comprehensive information and referral to 

all government, health, and social services in the 

community.  It coordinates government service 

requests and handles complaints quickly and courteously.  This 

office works with all county departments to ensure you receive 

accurate and timely responses.  Hillsborough County Customer 

Service 272-5900. 
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TOCA Officers and Directors 
Officers 
 
Susan Pritchard – Co- President          767-4965  Sue12Oaks@aol.com  
Mercita Ramos –Co- President       810-5284      vnmramos@netzero.com 

Martha Holmes – Secretary       885-4879  mholmes12oaks@yahoo.com 

Chantale Pierre-Louis – Treasurer       886-1933  Chantale2163@yahoo.com 

 

Directors    
Marsha Craig         625-9186         marshacraig2017@gmail.com 

Jennifer Fontana              508-5822  jennifermmahoney@yahoo.com  
Scott Galusha         735-4926 scottg1794@gmail.com 

Paulo Ponce               619-392-8512  paulodavidpb@gmail.com 

Sara Richards        453-0007 srich000@msn.com 

Todd & Amy Keil        884-6603 freen@tampabay.rr.com 

   Twelve Oaks  
 Special District Board of Trustees          
 

 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch 
 

• General Coordinator  

• Email Coordinator 

• Twelve Oaks Watch Patrol 
Contact: Doreen Clauer 

nwatch12oaks@gmail.com  
 

Community Resource Deputy: 
     Deputy Armando Perez  
                aperez01@hcso.tampa.fl.us 

                       813-247-0330 

Sheriff Emergency Number: 911 

Sheriff (Non-Emergency Dispatcher) 
247-8200 

Twelve Oaks Official Community 
Website 

www.TwelveOaksOnline.com 

Twelve Oaks Special DistrictTwelve Oaks Special DistrictTwelve Oaks Special DistrictTwelve Oaks Special District    
Meetings and Business HoursMeetings and Business HoursMeetings and Business HoursMeetings and Business Hours    

7:00 – 9:00 pm 
2nd Wed. of every month 

Meetings are held at the Jackson 
Springs Community Center 
8620 Jackson Springs Rd.  

Tampa, FL 33615 

 

Twelve Oaks  
Special District  

P.O. Box 260352  
Tampa, FL 33685-0352 

TOSDtampa@gmail.com 

 2023 TOSD Officers 
 

 Paulo Ponce .. President……...619-392-8512 

 Rosemarie Middleton, VP……..…… 885-5753 

 Mercita Ramos, Secretary………… 810-5284 

  Julie Hirst, Treasurer ……...………..888-9814 

 Trustees 
              Marsha Craig………………………...625-9186 

 Janet Owen ………………………….886-6286 

 Sarah Richards ……………………..453-0007 

 Yves Villard…………………………..300-6631 

   

  

TOCA 

MEETING 

 

Tuesday, May 23 

7:00pm 

 

Jackson Springs Community 
Center 

8620 Jackson Springs Rd. 
Tampa, FL 33615 

TOSD  
MEETING 

 

Wednesday, May 10 

7:00pm 

 

Jackson Springs Community 
Center 

8620 Jackson Springs Rd. 
Tampa, FL 33615 

 

 

 

The Twelve Oaks’ 
Ladies Social Group 
will meet for lunch at 
Longhorn 

Steakhouse, 8212 Citrus Park Drive (across from the 
mall) on Monday, May 29th at 11:30 A.M.   
 

We would love for you to join us.  Interested?  Call: 
Rosemarie at 885-5753. 

TOCA MEMBERSHIP 

 

Already a member of TOCA for 2023?   
Look for your name in this Acorn   

 

Not a member for 2023? 

Complete and mail the application on page 6 of this 
newsletter 

or by going to Paypal to pay your annual dues. 

 

Twelve Oaks Special District   2023-24 Budget   
       Wednesday, May 10th - 7:00 P.M 

         Jackson Springs Community / Rec Center 

           Homeowners are encouraged to attend. 
      Proposed assessment per home to remain $150.00 
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Did Your Dog Drop Something?   
 

“Doggie Bag Dispensers“ and black trash 
receptacles, provided by TOCA, are 
located at the canal areas on Kirkwood, 
Barry Rd, Armand Drive, Overbrook, 
Rustic Drive (near Oakmoor), Rustic Drive 
(near Vassar), by the lake on Twelve Oaks 
Blvd. and on Twelve Oaks Blvd. near 
Oakview Circle.  Dog-walkers are 
encouraged to take and use one of the 
disposable bags that are provided to clean 
up after their pet.  If you walk your dog in 
an area that does not have a dispenser, take 
a disposal bag with you.  Please dispose of 
the used bags properly. 

Memorial Day is our nation’s 
commemoration of the sacrifices made by 
those whose lives were put on the line for 
the freedoms we hold sacred.  Whether our 
veterans survived their military service or 
were lost on the field of battle our country 
owes each of them and their families a 
debt of gratitude.  This Memorial Day all 
Americans are asked to pause at 3 pm for 
a moment of reflection and think about 
those who died to preserve our liberties.  
The Moment of Remembrance serves to 
remind all Americans of the importance of 
remembering those who sacrificed for our 
freedom and what it means to be an 
American.  Twelve Oaks residents are 
encouraged to fly the American flag 
Memorial Day, MAY 29th.  Remember 
that when the flag is in such condition that 
it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, 
it should be replaced with a new one.  
Faded, torn, or tattered flags should be 
destroyed in a dignified way – preferably 
by burning.  The Boy Scouts and The 
American Legion on Sheldon Road accept 
old flags and will see that they are 
properly destroyed.  
  
Important Message! Trustees of the 
Twelve Oaks Special District (TOSD) are 
committed to helping homeowners 
understand how their tax dollars are 
allocated.  We make information 
transparent and easy to understand.  
Homeowners are invited to be involved in 
the budget process and to share their 
priorities with the Board of Trustees.  The 
next Proposed Budget Hearing will take 
place Wednesday, May10th at the 
regularly scheduled TOSD meeting.  The 
meeting will be held in the Conference 
Room at Jackson Springs Community 
Center at 7:00 pm. 
 

There is an opening for a Trustee on the 
TOSD Board. Homeowners are 
encouraged to volunteer and to share their 
priorities with the Board of Trustees.  If 
you are interested and would like to serve 
on this Board, we invite you to attend the 
May 10th  TOSD meeting.  The meeting 
will be held at the Jackson Springs 
Community Center, 8620 Jackson Springs 
Rd. 
 

Twelve Oaks in Social Media: ‘Twelve 
Oaks Tampa’ is a Group Facebook page 
designed to connect residents with 
neighbors and the surrounding 

community. Currently there are over 440 
members. Residents can use this group to 
exchange information, learn more about 
the community, and interact with 
neighbors and local businesses. Typical 
posts include neighborhood related 
activities such as meetings, special 
events, weather/storm warnings, school 
closures, accidents, crime information, 
and lost or found pet announcements. 
People may ask for referrals or 
recommendations for home improvement, 
doctors, and other services. Search for 
‘Twelve Oaks Tampa’ on Facebook and 
request to join our group today.   Be sure 
to read the Group Page Description after 
you join. We work hard to make sure 
everyone stays happy and informed about 
what's happening in Twelve Oaks. 
Businesses are limited to posting no more 
than once a month. Excess posts will be 
deleted.  Posting complaints about 
neighbors, photos of homes, addresses or 
other personal info (details of their lives) 
without their express permission is not 
allowed.    
 

Hillsborough 
County Yard 
Waste 
Collection 
guidelines:  
►You may set 

out up to 12 (twelve) 30-gallon containers 
of yard waste (which amounts to 
approximately 2-cubic yards) per 
collection.  ►Use your own cans, boxes, 
bags, or other containers to store your 
yard waste (grass clippings, leaves, 
shrubbery, tree trimmings) and place 
these items curbside.  NOTE:  Each 
container cannot exceed 50 pounds.  
►Bundle tree branches securely with 
twine or rope.  Do not use wire.  Each 
bundle must be less than 4 feet long and 6 
inches in diameter.  ►Yard waste must 
be placed within 10 feet of the curb.  ►If 
you experience a missed pickup including 
Recycling, Garbage, or Yard Waste 
contact Republic Waste, our solid waste 
hauler.  Republic Waste Services – 813-

265-0292 . 
 

The Town n' Country Garden Circle 
will meet Wednesday,  May 3rd at 11:30 
am, at Jackson Springs Recreation Center 
at 8620 Jackson Springs Road.   Members 
provide their favorite dishes for a potluck 
luncheon.  An entree and drinks will be 
provided by the Circle.    A plant 
exchange will be held; members need to 
bring a plant to participate.  Guests are 
welcome; see our FaceBook page at 
Town' N Country Garden Circle.  
Questions??  Contact Linda Mann at 
813.886.8193. 
  
 

Math Homework Hotline ― Every 
Thursday your child can get math help for 
free!  Math Homework Hotline is a math 
help show geared primarily for middle 
school students.  District math teachers 
answer phone lines from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 
pm assisting students with math questions 
at all levels.  At 6 pm the live show begins 
and the hosts work math problems related 
to the theme for the night.  Students can 
also agree to have their math question 
answered live during the hour-long show.  
Math?  Not a Problem!  Just call 813-840-

7260 Thursdays beginning at 5:30 pm.  
View live on the web from 6:00 pm-7:00 
pm or on Spectrum channel 635 or Frontier 
channel 32 every Thursday evening. 
 

Homework Help for Students ― The 
Hillsborough County Public Library 
Cooperative offers Live Homework Help, a 
free real-time tutoring service.  Students 
can log on through the library system’s 
Web site at  www.hcplc.org.  Services 
offered include Tutor.com (live one-on-one 
tutoring); Learning Express (prepare for 
tests and get extra help on assignments) 
and Just for Kids (educational videos on a 
variety of subjects). The free tutoring 
service is available from 2 pm to midnight 
seven days a week and offers help in math, 
science, social studies, SAT Prep, essay 
writing, English and more.  Service is also 
available in Spanish.  Questions?  Call the 
Hillsborough County Public Library @ 273
-3652.  
 

A Message From Tampa Electric:   
Utility lines can easily be damaged by 
planting trees, installing fences, etc.  Avoid 
potential service interruptions for you and 
your neighbors.  Call 811 two full business 
days before you begin your project to have 
utility lines marked for free.  Digging on a 
Saturday?  Call 811 by Thursday.  For 
additional information visit sunshine 
811.com or tampaelectric.com/
callbeforeyoudig. 
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TOCA Membership 

 

If you haven’t already done so, please take the time now to join or renew your Twelve Oaks Civic Association Membership.  A $10 annual 
donation (or more if you choose) supports year-round community events and services that maintain the quality of living in our beautiful 
community. There are 994 homes in Twelve Oaks and we currently have 255 members.  If you have not joined or renewed your membership 
for 2023 and would like to pay using PayPal, simply go to wwwtwelveoaksonline.com, click on Organizations – TOCA and follow the 
prompts.  If you prefer, complete the application in this issue of the Acorn.  Mail the application along with your check made out to TOCA @ 
P.O. Box 261012 Tampa, FL. 33685. 
 

2023 Memberships received through April 1st  

    

Matias & Matilda Milla -- Amber 

Ruperto & Maria Rivera -- Barry 

George (Vic) & Mary Nieves -- Brookview 

Yumary Carmenate -- Brookview 

Jeff Wentworth & Sarah Mowrey -- Brookview 

Bob Pinard – Clearview 

Yehudy & Sandra Diaz – Greenshire 

Lynda Brady -- Kirkwood 

John & Carol Phillips – Kirkwood 

Tasha Polanco -- Mayfair 

Carlo & Gladys Ruiz -- Mitchell 

Tim & Patty Beahan -- Mitchell 
 

 

 

Aaron & Madelyn Littles -- Oakvista  

Billy & Margaret Legree -- Summebridge 

Harvey & Cheryl Hawkins -- Summerbridge 

Brian & Nancy Seufert – Twelve Oaks 

James & Karolee Yocum – Twelve Oaks 

Herman & Veronica White – Twelve Oaks 

Bill & Gloria (Tanya) Hines – Twelve Oaks 

Craig & Janice Anderson -- Woodhall 

 

Thank you for your support!   

See page 10 for the Membership 

Application.  
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TOCA General 
Membership Meeting 

Tuesday,  
May 23rd – 7:00 pm 

Jackson Springs 
Community Center  

 

TOCA will host/ its 2nd General 
Membership Meeting Tuesday, 
May 23rd at 7pm. Effective this 
year, we will be having quarterly 
meetings once again.  At this 
time, we will be holding these 
meetings at the Jackson Springs 
Community/Rec Center.  Our 2nd 
meeting will include presentation 
on Hurricane Preparation, going 
over our plan for events for the 
year, discussing neighborhood 
concerns, and taking 
questions.  We would also like to 
strongly request that anyone who 
would be interested in joining the 
Board or doing more volunteer 
work to attend this meeting. We 
have had some people decide to 
step down from the board in the 
last 2 years and we really need 
more community residents to step 
up and take a turn at keeping 
Twelve Oaks one of the most 
desirable neighborhoods in 
Northwest Tampa.  If you have 
any questions, please email 
TwelveOaksGeneral@gmail.com  
 

Thank You, Sue Pritchard and 
Mercita Ramos 

 SAFETY REMINDER TO ALL RESIDENTS  
 

Hillsborough County Sheriff deputies patrol our community:  There is a 25-mph speed limit in Twelve Oaks.  
Deputies have been alerted that residents and visitors are exceeding the speed limit in Twelve Oaks and many Stop 
Signs are being ignored.  Be aware that the Sheriff deputies will issue tickets to anyone exceeding the speed limit, not 
coming to a complete stop at a Stop Sign, illegal parking (including parking over the sidewalk), not wearing a seat 
belt, etc.  A TICKET IS VERY EXPENSIVE!  In addition, there are the points that are added to your driving 
record.  A Deputy may also discover situations that involve criminal activity or notice situations that exist and could 
be avoided by residents to prevent criminal activity.   
 

  We want to make Twelve Oaks residents aware of the potential for loss of property.   
  Following are situations that should be avoided:   
     ►Bikes left unsecured.   
     ►Garage or other doors left open  
     ►Vehicle windows down or doors unlocked  
     ►Keys left in unattended vehicle  
     ►Hedges/bushes covering window  
     ►Ladders near or next to building  
     ►Poor lighting around property.   
     ►Hard to find or no address on home.   
 

Your assistance is required in order to reduce the threat of crime in Twelve Oaks. 

TOCA MEMBERSHIP APPLI-
CATION 2018 

TWELVE OAKS CIVIC  
ASSOCIATION 

Asociación Civica de Twelve Oaks 

P.O. Box 261012 

Tampa, Florida 33685-1012 

2023 TOCA MEMBERSHIP 

ANNUAL DUES  
$10 minimum  

 
 

 

 

 

See page 6 for 
most recent 

names of 2023 
members!!! 
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Here is a list of 
restaurants, 
supermarkets, and 
department 
stores.   Some of them 
start at the young age 
of 50.   You MUST 
ASK for your discount!        
We   hope you find this 
list useful. 

RESTAURANTS:  
Applebee's:      15% off with Golden Apple Card (60+) 
Arby's:                10% off (55+) 
Boston Market:    10% off (65+) 
Burger King:       10% off (60+) 
Chick-Fil-A:        10% off or free small drink or coffee (55+) 
Chili's:                10% off (55+) 
CiCi's Pizza:       10% off (60+) 
Denny's:              10% off, 20% off for AARP members (55 +) 
Dunkin' Donuts:  10% off or free coffee (55+) 
Golden Corral:     10% off (60+) 
Hardee's:             $0.33 beverages everyday (65+) 
IHOP:                   10% off (55+) 
KFC:                    Free small drink with any meal (55+) 
Krispy Kreme:      10% off (50+) 
Long John Silver's: Various discounts at locations (55+) 
McDonald's:           Discounts on coffee everyday (55+) 
Sonic:                    10% off or free beverage (60+) 
Steak 'n Shake:      10% off every Monday & Tuesday (50+) 
Subway:                 10% off (60+) 
Sweet Tomatoes:   10% off (62+) 
Taco Bell :              5% off; free beverages for seniors (65+) 
TCBY:                   10% off (55+) 
Village Inn:            10% off (60+) 
Waffle House:       10% off every Monday (60+) 
Wendy's:                10% off (55 +)  
  

RETAIL & APPAREL:  
Banana Republic:  30% off (50+) 
Bealls:                   20% off first Tuesday of each month (50+) 
Belk's:                   15% off first Tuesday of every month (55+) 
Big Lots:               30% off 
Dress Barn:           20% off (55+) 
Goodwill:              10% off one day a week (date varies by  
    location) 
Hallmark:              10% off one day a week (date varies by  
    location) 
Kohl's:                  15% off (60+) 
Ross Stores:     10% off every Tuesday (55+) 
The Salvation Army Thrift Stores:  Up to 50% off (55+) 
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PREVENT THE SPREAD OF 
MOSQUITOES AND FIGHT 

THE BITE 

 

The Florida Department of Health in 
Hillsborough County  is urging all 
residents and visitors to protect against 
mosquito bites as weather gets hotter and 
wetter. Preventing bites reduces the risk of 
a person getting infected with a mosquito-

borne disease, known as an arbovirus. 
 

Fight the Bite by taking simple steps to 
mitigate the spread of disease by 
mosquitoes. Preventative measures such as 
Drain and Cover can make a significant 
impact on your home environment and 
prevent mosquitoes from laying and 
hatching eggs. Reducing the population of 
mosquitos helps decrease your likelihood 
of being bit. Using the right insect 
repellent and other preventive actions can 
discourage mosquitoes from biting you. 
 

Follow these Drain and Cover tips to help 
prevent mosquito bites. 
 

DRAIN water from outside areas to reduce 
the number of places mosquitoes can lay 
their eggs and breed. 
 

Drain water from garbage cans, house 
gutters, buckets, pool covers, coolers, toys, 
flowerpots or any other containers where 
sprinkler or rainwater has collected. 
 

Discard old tires, bottles, pots, broken 
appliances and other items not being used. 
 

Empty and clean birdbaths and any pet 
water bowls at least twice a week. Protect 
boats and vehicles from rain with tarps that 
do not accumulate water.  
 

Maintain swimming pools in good 
condition and keep chlorinated. Empty 
plastic swimming pools when not in use. 
 

COVER with protective clothing while 
outdoors and keep doors and windows 
closed to prevent mosquitoes from going 
indoors. 
 

Wear shoes, socks, long pants and long 
sleeves while outside when and where 
mosquitoes are most prevalent to 
discourage mosquitoes from biting. 
 

Check and repair screens on doors and 
windows. Keep them closed and use air 
conditioning when possible. Make sure 
window screens are in good repair to 
reduce the chance of mosquitoes indoors. 
 

Use repellent on 
bare skin; DEET 
at 20% to 30% 
concentration 
works well for most 
people when used 
according to label 
directions; Do not 
apply to infants. 

What About Feral Cats?  
 

Feral cats are 
the ‘wild’ 
offspring of 
domestic cats 
and are 
primarily the 
result of a pet 
owners’ 
abandonment 

or failure to spay and neuter their animals.  They tend to 
live in colonies with females producing young several 
times a year.  Normally you are unable to pick them up 
or even approach them.  Male cats tend to 'mark' their 
territory by spraying areas where they roam.  The odor 
is offensive to humans and after prolonged 'marking' 
there is a possibility of disease.  There are products 
available at pet stores, Wall-Mart, Sam’s Club, etc. that 
will neutralize, deodorize, and sanitize.  But these, of 
course, do not eradicate the problem.  Cayenne pepper 
can be sprinkled around plants, etc.  It will cause a 
burning sensation when the cats sniff it and it will not 
do any serious harm to the animal or your plants.  The 
cats will not return to the area.  I have been told that 
moth flakes or mothballs will help to drive cats away.  
A good suggestion is to discuss the problem with a vet.  
 

The question is—What can be done about the 
problem in our own community?  First and foremost, 
we must all be responsible pet owners.  Spay or neuter 
your pets and do not allow them to roam, or worse, do 
not just abandon them if for some reason you leave the 
community.   
 

The favored approach to controlling feral populations is 
“TNVR”—Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate, Release.  TNVR is 
the most effective, proven, and affordable way to 
humanely reduce the population of feral cats.  The 
Humane Society of Tampa Bay is committed to the well
-being of feral cats and has seen great success through 
their TNVR Program.  They have traps available that 
can be rented Monday through Friday.  Each Monday 
their Animal Health Center offers Trap/Neuter/
Vaccinate/Return (TNVR) services for feral cats at a 
reduced cost.  For additional information call 813-625-

0910 and ask for the TNVR Manager.  
 

There is another organization, the Animal Coalition of 
Tampa (ACT) that is involved in the feral cat problem.  
Project SpayDay is ACT's donation-based sterilization 
project for stray/feral cats.  Visit their website to learn 
more about feral cats and the trap-neuter-vaccinate-

return process.  Check out their website at http://
www.spayday.actampa.org/clinics.html to learn more 
about their program.   
 

Some have asked why our civic association (TOCA) 
does not purchase traps for use by the residents of 
Twelve Oaks.  The liability for TOCA and its members 
should someone get scratched, bitten, or even if 
someone’s pet is caught and perhaps “put down” is the 
main reason TOCA cannot become involved.  The 
availability of assistance through the Humane Society, 
ACT, and Hillsborough County Pet Resource Center 
have led to the conclusion that our efforts are better 
directed elsewhere. 

Litter 
destroys the 

beauty of 
any 

community 
and it’s 

everyone’s            
problem.   

 

Even notices taped to street 
signs or nailed onto trees are 
considered litter and are 
unsightly.  If you’re out 
walking and you see litter 
please pick it up and throw it 
into a trash receptacle.   
 

We are asking residents to 
consider adopting one or two 
islands and removing litter 
from them.   
 

Help us maintain a well-kept 
neighborhood and keep 
Twelve Oaks beautiful.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Twelve Oaks Special District   
2023-24 Budget   

       Wednesday, May 10th 
7:00 P.M 

         Jackson Springs 
Community / Rec Center 

 Homeowners are 
encouraged to attend. 

 Proposed assessment per 
home to remain $150.00 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

See page one and the 
information regarding  
Twelve Oaks Special 

District 
2023-24 Budget ?? 

 

Go back and look you 
don’t want to miss out 

on knowing the Tax 
District information. 
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The History of Memorial Day 

 

Memorial Day is a US federal holiday which is celebrated every 
year on the final Monday of May. Memorial Day is a day of 
remembering the men and women who died while serving in the 
United States Armed Forces. Formerly known as Decoration Day, 
it originated after the American Civil War to commemorate the 
Union and Confederate soldiers who died in the Civil War. By the 
20th century, Memorial Day had been extended to honor all 
Americans who have died while in the military service. It typically 
marks the start of the summer vacation season, while Labor Day 
marks its end. 
 

Many people visit cemeteries and memorials, particularly to honor 
those who have died in military service. Many volunteers place an 
American flag on each grave in national cemeteries. 
 

Annual Decoration Days for particular cemeteries are held on a 
Sunday in late spring or early summer in some rural areas of the 
American South, notably in the mountains. In cases involving a 
family graveyard where remote ancestors as well as those who 
were deceased more recently are buried, this may take on the 
character of an extended family reunion to which some people 
travel hundreds of miles. People gather on the designated day and 
put flowers on graves and renew contacts with kinfolk and others. 
There often is a religious service and a "dinner on the ground," the 
traditional term for a potluck meal in which people used to spread 
the dishes out on sheets or tablecloths on the grass. It is believed 
that this practice began before the American Civil War and thus 
may reflect the real origin of the "memorial day" idea. 
 

Memorial Day is not to be confused with Veterans Day; Memorial 
Day is a day of remembering the men and women who died while 
serving, while Veterans Day celebrates the service of all U.S. 
military veterans. 
 

The gravestones at Arlington National Cemetery are decorated by 
U.S. flags on Memorial Day weekend. 

Are you new to Twelve Oaks and your name has not been 
published in the Acorn?   If I haven’t received a notice about you 
moving in, please forgive us.  We want to welcome you and make 
sure that you are feeling welcomed in our community.  You are 
invited to join our civic association and become involved in 
YOUR community.  Take the time to read The Acorn, our 
community newsletter and visit our community website – 
www.TwelveOaksOnline.com.  This is the best way to stay 
informed about what is happening in and around our community.  
Twelve Oaks Civic Association (TOCA) general membership 
meetings are held quarterly.  The next quarterly meeting is 
Tuesday, May 23rd.  All meetings are held at the Jackson Springs 
Community Center located at 8620 Jackson Springs Rd. 
Tampa.  33615.  We would love to meet you and welcome you.  
Questions?  Concerns?  Please call any TOCA Board member.  
You will find phone numbers and email addresses on page 3 of 
this newsletter.   
  
A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO TWELVE OAKS MOTHERS:  
Mother’s Day is a thank-you to every woman who has ever 
hugged a baby, kissed a boo-boo, taught a lesson, listened closely, 
cared deeply, and passed on her love and wisdom to someone in 
the world who needed her.  Mother’s Day is May 14th and this is 
the perfect time to thank you for sharing so much of yourself and 
for giving your family the special gift of your love.  HAPPY 
MOTHER’S DAY   
 

TO ALL TWELVE OAKS GRADUATES:  This is your year, 
your time – a chance to leave your imprint on our world.  What 
happens next?  That story is just beginning.  We’re counting on 
you for the future.  Whatever your dreams may be, may you 
follow them to success and happiness.  Take hold of the future and 
make it your own.  Congratulations graduates!  You deserve to be 
celebrated. 
  
MAY DATES TO REMEMBER:  
 

May 1 - 5 — Teacher Appreciation Week -- Teachers agree that 
good teaching is its own reward, but Teacher Appreciation Week 
is a great time to let teachers know how they have touched kids' 
lives.  Remember to say “thank you” to your child’s teacher 
sometime during this special week.  Thank you to all teachers, 
especially to the teachers living in Twelve Oaks.  
 

May 9 — TOSD Meeting  
 

May 14 — Mother’s Day  
 

May 20 — Armed Forces Day 

 

May 23 — TOCA Quarterly Membership Meeting 

 

May 26 — Last day of school for SENIORS 

 

May 29 — Ladies Luncheon at Longhorn 

 

May 29 — Memorial Day (observed)   
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