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Dear Baycrest Neighbors, 
 

As vice president of the Baycrest Civic Association, and a member 

of the board, I occasionally receive questions from residents asking 

why we cannot take action on various neighborhood concerns. Some 

neighbors want us to enforce property maintenance standards. Others 

have asked us to look into fining/seeking enforcement against home-

owners who violate community norms, prohibit short-term rentals 

like Airbnb, or mandate participation in neighborhood initiatives. I 

understand these frustrations, and I want to take this opportunity to 

explain why our civic association does not have the authority to do 

what a homeowners association or a community development district 

can do. 
 

How We Differ from an HOA 
 

A homeowners association derives its power from deed restrictions, 

covenants, conditions, and restrictions that are recorded in the public 

land records and legally attached to every property in a community. 

When someone purchases a home in an HOA-governed neighbor-

hood, membership is automatic and mandatory. The buyer has no 

choice but to comply with the governing documents, pay assess-

ments, and follow the rules. If they do not, the HOA can impose 

fines, place liens on the property, and even pursue foreclosure in 

some cases. The HOA's authority runs with the land itselfðit cannot 

be avoided or ignored. 
 

The Baycrest Civic Association has none of these powers. We are a 

voluntary membership organization. You are free to join us or not, to 

pay dues or not, and to participate in our activities or not. There are 

no legal consequences for declining membership, and we have no 

mechanism to compel any homeowner to do anything. 
 

How We Differ from a CDD 
 

Some of you may be familiar with community development districts, 

which are special-purpose units of local government established un-

der Florida law. A CDD has the authority to levy assessments on 

property owners to fund infrastructure, maintenance, and community 

services. These assessments appear on your tax bill and are enforcea-

ble just like any other tax obligation. A CDD can issue bonds, main-

tain roads and drainage systems, and manage amenitiesðall backed 

by its governmental taxing authority. 
 

The Baycrest Civic Association is not a governmental entity. We 

cannot levy taxes or assessments, and we have no legal authority to 

collect funds from anyone who does not voluntarily choose to con-

tribute. Our budget depends entirely on the generosity of neighbors 

who believe in our mission and choose to support it. 
 

Where We Can Make a Difference 
 

While our authority is limited, our value to this community is not. 

The Baycrest Civic Association serves as a collective voice for our 

neighborhood. We can advocate on your behalf before local govern-

ment, organize community events that bring neighbors together, 

share information about issues affecting our area, and encourage vol-

untary cooperation on matters of common concern. We can ask 

neighbors to maintain their properties, but we cannot force them. We 

can promote community standards, but we cannot enforce them. 

However, when a property condition or activity violates local ordi-

nances, we can direct you to the appropriate resourcesðresidents are 

always free to contact county code enforcement to report potential 

violations, and our board is happy to help identify the right agency 

for your concern. When it comes to concerns about short-term rentals 

operating in our neighborhood, we have no authority to restrict how 

an owner uses their propertyðthat power rests with local govern-

ment or, in HOA communities, with the recorded covenants. That 

said, the Board cannot submit a complaint to code enforcement, as 

per state requirements, all complaints must be filed by individuals.  
 

I share this not to diminish what we do, but to set realistic expecta-

tions. If you believe our neighborhood would benefit from enforcea-

ble standards, that would require a legal process to establish recorded 

covenantsða significant undertaking that would need broad commu-

nity support I do not believe such support exists. However, I encour-

age you to remain engaged with the civic association, support our 

efforts, and continue to be good neighbors to one another. I truly 

believe open dialogue will make our community better.  
 

Thank you for being part of the Baycrest community. 
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YOUR BAY CREST PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION  
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

 

The Bay Crest Civic Association has elected new officers to the 
positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. 
Volunteers elected to these positions by the residents of Bay Crest 

normally serve for at least a two year term.  
 

  Board Of Directors  
President: Norm Coffman 813-885-5090 

Vice President: Luis Silva 
Secretary - Rina Tabak 727-365-7329 

Treasurer: Marcia Champion 727-686-8582 
 

The Board also includes the following Board Members: 
 

Casey Curtis 813-957-5995 
Mary Volpitta  813-417-0944 
Tommy Frank 201-805-3600 
Jim Furgus: 813-399-3613 

Samantha Freeland: 727-743-2697 

Our mailing address is:  
Bay Crest Park Civic Association  

PO Box 261116   Tampa, FL 33685-1116 
 

If you would like to know more about being a part of the  
Civic Association, please email contact@baycrestpark.org. 

Bay Crest Park Special Dependent Taxing District 
 
 

 

Daniel Cope, President   754-234-6373  
dc.baycrest@gmail.com 
 

Winston Starr, Vice President  352-262-4560 
ws.baycrestpark@gmail.com 
 

Michelle Burnside, Treasurer  813-892-0474 
burnsidebaycrestspecial@gmail.com  
 

Jonathan Jordan, Secretary  813-766-5415 
jjordanbaycrest@gmail.com 
 

Jann Poulos, Trustee   813-240-3399 
Jann.baycrest@gmail.com 
 

Joe Bonafine, Trustee   781-248-5993  
bonafinebaycrest@gmail.com  
 

Molly Finn Johnson, Trustee  813-495-8505  
mollybctd@gmail.com 
 
 
 

https://mydistrictwebsite.com/bay-crest-park-special-dependent-tax-district  
 

Contact the listed Trustees of the Bay Crest Special Dependent District (the 
ñTaxing Districtò) with concerns or suggestions.  

For boat ramp permits and gate keys, contact the Taxing District at 

boatramp@baycrestpark.net.  

Neighborhood Services  

As a service to Bay Crest residents, Bay Crest residents 18 or younger or 

full-time students to age 26 who have made their annual contribution can 

promote their Bay Crest services at no charge in the Bay Crest newsletter. 

Examples would be babysitting, pet care, tutoring and lawn services.  

To get listed in the newsletter, please email Contact@baycrestpark.org with 

your name, the service you provide and your phone number. Companies that 

provide services outside of Bay Crest can also pay to advertise in the 

newsletter by contacting IKare Publishing (813) 991-7843.  

6ÖÙÚÛɯ#ÙÖÜÎÏÛɯ(ÕɯƕƗƖɯ8ÌÈÙÚȵ 
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Saving water at home is easy. Less lawn watering, shorter showers, 
shutting off the water while washing dishes are great ways to save. 
But while distasteful, the subject of toilet flushing is possibly the best 
way to conserve water. Consider that we take about 1.6 gal. of water 
to flush maybe 10 oz. of urine down, and the average person urinates 
6 times per day equaling 7.6 gals. of perfectly good drinking water 
down the drain.  Thatôs about 2,774 gals. per year to dispose of 171 
gals. of urine. On the other hand, the average person defecates once 
per day and flushes again, but if that was the only occasion that a 
person flushed that day, we save 6 gal. of water per day, or 584 gals. 
per year. Some people want a clean bowl before they sit, but if we 
were to follow the old saying ñif itôs yellow let it mellow; and if itôs 
brown, flush it down,ò that would do wonders in water conserva-
tion when dropping the kids to the Poolò.   
 

At the time I wrote this article, the Southwest Florida Water Manage-
ment District has declared all 16 counties under 
their jurisdiction under an extreme drought warning. Beginning April 
3rd, and extending through July 1,2026, the following water re-
strictions for Hillsborough County are to be followed:  
 

Lawn Watering can be done only once per week, and based on 
the last digit in your home address. Below is the standard schedule 
used, with watering times restricted to 12:01 a.m. to 4 a.m., and 8:00 
p.m. to 11:59 p.m.  
 

¶ 0 or 1 shall only water on Monday.   

¶ 2 or 3 on Tuesday.  

¶ 4 or 5 on Wednesday.  

¶ 6 or 7 of Thursday.  

¶ 8 or 9 on Friday.  
 

Hand watering or micro irrigation is permitted on flower 
beds and shrubs using a shutoff nozzle. Watering times are from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  
 

Car washing is permitted only on your scheduled watering day and 
using a shutoff nozzle.  
 

Washing boats and flushing the engines are permitted after using 
your boat.  
 

Get free help adjusting your automatic irrigation timers form Florida-
Friendly Landscaping Program Coordinator Will Stone at (813) 744-
5519 ext. 54133, or stonewi@hcfl.gov   
 

Additionally, HC works with Water Wise to help with questions you 
may have and they provide several rebates on water conserva-
tion devices such as up to $200 on toilets, several rebates 
on sprinkler system devices, and shallow wells up to $1000. You can 
contact them  at  TampaBayWaterwise@egia.org, or at (888) 491-
0033.  
 

Sources; hcfl.gov - Network.com  

mailto:TampaBayWaterwise@egia.org
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Living in a hurricane-prone area like Bay Crest means preparation 

isnôt optional, itôs essential.  Each year, hurricane season (June 

through November) brings the potential for powerful storms that 

can impact homes, families, and entire communities like ours, as 

we experienced in September 2024. The good news is that with the 

right plan in place, we can significantly reduce risk and protect 

what matters most.  
 

Preparedness starts with awareness. How to protect your home, 

your properties elevation, evacuation routes, and hurricane risks 

before staying in the neighborhood. If you do choose to stay, then it 

is important to create a Family Emergency Plan too. 
 

Protecting your home   

                                                                                                                                                        

Taking preventative measures can reduce damage significantly   
 

* Install storm barriers and put shutters or plywood over win-

dows                                                                                                         

* Secure all outdoor furniture and loose items like planters                                                                                     

* Secure boat (add extra tie-downs) and water equipment                                                                                                         

* Trim trees                                                                                                                                                                                         

* Reinforce garage doors and seal around the door trim                                                                                                         

* Make sure that gutters and down spouts are clean of debris 
 

Build a Hurricane Emergency Kit                                                                                                                                  

 

* Water (1gallon per person per day for at least 3 days)                                                                                                         

* Non-perishable foods (peanut butter, canned/freeze-dried vege-

tables, fruits, soups, and meats)                                                                                                                

* Flashlights and extra batteries or candles                                                                                                                                                

* First Aid Kit                                                                                                                                                                                           

* Medications                                                                                                                                                                                             

* Put all important documents in a waterproof container ï in-

clude your home owners/flood insurance                                                                                                              

* Portable phone charger                                                                                                                                                                         

* Cash ï ATM may be down                                                                                                                                                              

* Battery operated Radio to monitor weather updates from the 

National Hurricane Center                                       

* A whistle to signal for help 

 

Family Evacuation Plan ï Involves knowing where you will go, 

having a pet plan and carriers, established meeting points in case of 

separation, and have a designated emergency contact. 

 

As most of you are aware, those of us living in Bay Crest in Sep-

tember of 2024 live through Hurricane Heleneôs destruction to our 

beautiful Bay Crest Park neighborhood. A lot of us were caught off 

guard, not expecting such a massive surge. Thankfully, 2025 was 

an uneventful year for hurricanes and we are praying that 2026 will 

provide us with smooth sailing as well. However, nothing is set in 

stone, so please start preparing now for this yearôs hurricane sea-

son. 

3ÏÌɯ!ÈàÊÙÌÚÛɯ!ÓÖÊÒɯ6ÈÛÊÏ 

We all have seen recent posts 

on our neighborhood Face-

book pages in regard to large 

parties, suspicious persons and 

activities in our neighbor-

hood.  Many of our great 

neighbors were concerned 

about the safety of our com-

munity.  As members of Bay 

Crest Park, we are the eyes 

and ears of our neighborhood 

when it comes to reporting crimes or suspicious activities.   Our lo-

cal law enforcement cannot be everywhere at the same time, and 

they do not know who lives in our neighborhood or who does not 

belong in our neighborhood.  That is where our great community can 

help.   If we see something or hear something,  we need to say some-

thing.   When you see someone or something that is suspicious, call 

HCSO, the Hillsborough County Sheriff Office.  Tell the communi-

cations operator that answers your call what you see and why you 

feel it is suspicious.  It is important that you give the address or clos-

est intersection to the suspicious person and the persons description - 

race, sex, and clothing description. In addition,  if the person is 

walking or driving,  give the direction they are headed. If reporting a 

suspicious vehicle, make sure to obtain the color, make, or model.  If 

you do not know the make or model, please give the type of car - 

truck, SUV, 4 door sedan.  The person that answers your call may 

ask further questions for officer safety reasons, please answer them 

as best you can.  Explain to the communications operator that you 

live in this neighborhood and what you are reporting is not a normal 

behavior or activity,  and you do not recognize that person or vehicle 

as a resident of our community.  If you are concerned about your 

own safety, you are able to report anonymously.  You can inform the 

communications operator that you wish to be anonymous and not 

give your name.  Another option when reporting suspicious activity, 

is meeting with a deputy in person. Meeting a deputy in person is 

very helpful if you have pictures or video of the persons, vehicle or 

activity you are reporting.    As a police dispatcher with a 25-year 

career, I can confirm that many suspicious persons or suspicious 

events called in by residents have aided in law enforcement thwart-

ing a crime or catching a criminal in the act.  As residents we know 

when something we observe is not quite right or not normal activity 

in our neighborhood.  While it is great to post these incidents on our 

neighborhood Facebook page to make our community aware, we 

should first be calling the sheriff to report the persons or odd event 

we have witnessed.  If what your see is an immediate threat or in 

progress,  call 911. It if is not,  call the non-emergency number - 

(813) 247-8200. As residents of this great community, we can help 

keep crime down by being observant and reporting suspicious activi-

ty.    
 

Reporting options -  

Emergency - 911 

Non emergency number - 813-247-8200 

Anonymous Crime Tips - Texting the keyword CTYTIP and your 

tip to 847411 

Online - https://tip411.com/tips/new?alert_group_id=123 

https://tip411.com/tips/new?alert_group_id=123
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Living in Bay Crest Park offers the benefit of waterfront 
views and coastal breezes, but it also means dealing with 
mosquitoesðespecially as temperatures rise and the rainy 
season approaches. Fortunately, there are several effective 
steps residents can take to reduce mosquito activity around 
their homes while supporting a comfortable outdoor envi-
ronment. 
 
One of the most important strategies is eliminating standing 
water. Mosquitoes can breed in even small amounts of wa-
ter, making it essential to regularly check areas such as 
flowerpot saucers, gutters, birdbaths, and low spots in the 
yard. Items like buckets, tarps, and outdoor equipment 
should be stored in a way that prevents water accumulation. 
After heavy rains, a quick inspection around the property can significantly reduce breeding opportunities. 
 
Maintaining landscaping is another key factor. Overgrown shrubs, tall grass, and dense vegetation provide shaded resting areas for mosquitoes 
during the day. Keeping lawns trimmed and bushes well-maintained helps minimize these hiding spots. For residents interested in natural de-
terrents, certain plants such as citronella, lavender, and lemongrass may help discourage mosquito activity when placed around patios and 
entryways. 
 
Outdoor fans can also make a noticeable difference. Mosquitoes are weak fliers, and consistent airflow on patios or lanais can help keep them 
away from seating areas. This simple addition can improve comfort during evening hours when mosquito activity tends to peak. 
 
Residents may also consider using EPA-approved repellents when spending extended time outdoors. Products containing ingredients like 
DEET or picaridin are widely recommended for their effectiveness. For those who prefer alternatives, oil of lemon eucalyptus is another com-
monly used option. 
 
In a waterfront community like Bay Crest Park, itôs especially important for neighbors to take a collective approach. Coordinated efforts to 
reduce standing water and maintain properties can have a broader impact across the neighborhood. For additional information or to report 
mosquito concerns, residents can contact Hillsborough County Mosquito Management Services, which provides monitoring and control ser-
vices throughout the area. 
 
By staying proactive and consistent with these measures, residents can significantly reduce mosquito presence and enjoy outdoor spaces more 
comfortably throughout the season. 

 

+ÐÝÐÕÎɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ6ÈÛÌÙȯ 
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Living near the water is one of the best parts of calling our com-
munity home! From morning walks to sunset views, our location 
offers endless opportunities to enjoy the outdoors. 
 
As warmer months approach, remember a few simple tips to 
make the most of waterfront living: 

¶ Stay hydrated and use sunscreen, especially during midday 
hours 

¶ Keep an eye on children and pets near canals and ponds 

¶ Secure outdoor furniture ahead of summer storms 
 
Whether youôre kayaking, fishing, or simply relaxing outside, 
weôre lucky to live in such a beautiful part of Tampa. Letôs all do 
our part to keep our community safe, clean, and enjoyable for 

 

Florida is home to more than 500 species of birds, many of which can 
be spotted right here near the water. Keep an eye out for herons, egrets, 
and osprey during your next walk! 
 
 

The Town 'N Country Regional Public Library offers a wide range of 
free programs for residents of all ages. From kidsô storytime to adult 
workshops and digital resources, itôs a valuable community hub thatôs 
easy to overlook. Stop by and see whatôs happening this monthðyou 
might be surprised. 

Community Chuckle 

Why donôt Florida palm trees ever get lonely? 

Because theyôre always frond of each other. 
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As spring transitions into early summer, Bay 
Crest Park residents have an excellent opportuni-
ty to refresh their landscaping with plants well-
suited to our waterfront, coastal environment. 
With warm temperatures, sandy soils, and occa-
sional salt exposure, choosing the right plants for 
this time of year is key to maintaining both at-
tractive and resilient yards. 
 
For seasonal color, homeowners may consider 
planting hardy annuals such as marigolds, zinni-
as, and vinca. These flowers perform especially 
well in full sun and tolerate the increasing heat 
typical of late spring in the Tampa Bay area. 
Their low-maintenance nature makes them a 
practical choice for entryways, mailbox beds, and 
accent borders. 
 
Given Bay Crest Parkôs proximity to the water, 
incorporating salt-tolerant and wind-resistant 
plants is strongly encouraged. Florida-friendly 
options such as firebush, coontie, and sea grape 
can thrive in these conditions while supporting 

local wildlife and requiring less irrigation once established. These selections align well with sustainable landscaping practices and help main-
tain a cohesive neighborhood aesthetic. 
 
Residents interested in home gardening will find that warm-season vegetables like peppers and eggplant continue to do well this time of year, 
particularly when grown in containers or raised beds with well-draining soil. Due to the increasing heat, attention should be given to con-
sistent watering and partial afternoon shade where possible. 
 
Mulching remains an important step in protecting plantings from heat stress while helping retain soil moisture. Pine bark or eucalyptus mulch 
can also enhance the visual appeal of landscaped areas while reducing weed growth. 
 
For those seeking additional guidance tailored to our specific region, the University of Florida IFAS Extension offers valuable resources on 
Florida-friendly landscaping and plant selection. 
 
By selecting climate-appropriate and coastal-tolerant plants, Bay Crest Park residents can maintain beautiful, sustainable landscapes that com-
plement the unique character of our waterfront community. 

 

/ÌÛɯ"ÖÙÕÌÙȯ 
*ÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯ/ÌÛÚɯ"ÖÖÓ 

With temperatures already climbing, itôs 

important to keep pets comfortable and safe. 

Early morning and evening walks are best to 

avoid hot pavement, and plenty of fresh wa-

ter is essential. If you wouldnôt walk bare-

foot on the sidewalk, itôs probably too hot 

for your petôs paws. A little planning goes a 

long way in keeping our furry neighbors 

happy and healthy. 

 

6ÈÓÒÐÕÎɯ2ÈÍÌÓàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖË 

Walking is a great way to stay ac-
tive in Bay Crest Park, and a few 
simple habits can help keep it safe 
and enjoyable. 
 
Whenever possible, use sidewalks 
or walk facing traffic so you can 
see oncoming vehicles. Wear light 
or reflective clothing during early 
morning or evening walks to stay 
visible. Staying alert is keyðavoid 
distractions and watch for cars at 
driveways and intersections. 
 
With Floridaôs heat, itôs also important to stay hydrated and walk during cooler parts of 
the day. 
 
If you notice safety concerns such as poor lighting or traffic issues, consider reporting 
them to the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office. 
 
A little awareness goes a long way in keeping our community safe and active. 
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Hereôs some good news to share!  As we know this 
property was bought by the Affordable Housing Dept 
of Hillsborough County.  Assistant County Adminis-
trator Cheryl Howell told us that several county de-
partments were doing studies to decide if the property 
was suitable for housing or something else.  No one 
has been able to provide the results of the studies, but 
they have decided to take the property OUT of the 
Affordable Housing Dept! Hurray! Some Success! 
 
On February 18, 2026, the Commissioners voted to 
move the property file to the Real Estate Dept and 
the motion was passed.  A big thank you to Scott 
Gunsalullus, President of the Town ón Country Park 
Association for speaking at the meeting. He informed 
the commissioners of the residencesô request to have 
the property developed into a county park, like the 
one built in Carrollwood Village. I will continue to 
monitor this situation and bring you further updates. 
 

4×ËÈÛÌɯ-ɯ2ÏÌÓËÖÕɯ1ÖÈËɯ/ÙÖÑÌÊÛ 
,ÈÙàɯ5ÖÓ×ÐŲÈȮɯ!Èàɯ"ÙÌÚÛɯ!ÖÈÙË 

 

Reintroducing the Bay Crest Park  
Welcome Committee 

 
Itôs been a while since weôve highlighted the 
Bay Crest Park Welcome Committee, and weôd 
like to take a moment to reintroduce this im-
portant community group and the work they con-
tinue to do. 
 
The Welcome Committee is a volunteer-led ef-
fort made up of Bay Crest residents, including 
Michelle Cuilla, Lori Sarnese, Bill Sarnese, 
Sandy Legros, Amy Orial, and Samantha Free-
land. Their shared goal is to help make Bay 
Crest Park a warm, friendly, and connected place 
to call home. 
 
The committeeôs mission is to meet and greet 
new residents, providing them with a Welcome 
Packet filled with helpful neighborhood infor-
mation. They also serve as a point of contact for 
newcomers, helping answer questions and ease 
the transition into the community. The Welcome 
Committee works closely with the Civic Associ-
ation Board to support and strengthen neighbor-
hood engagement. 
 
How You Can Help 
We rely on our neighbors to help them stay con-
nected. If you become aware of a new resident 
moving into Bay Crest Park, the board would 
greatly appreciate you sharing their address with 
the committee so they can extend a proper wel-
come. 
 
You can reach them below: 

¶ Email: BCPWelcome@gmail.com 
 
Weôre proud of their continued effort and look 
forward to helping them make Bay Crest Park an 
even more welcoming place for everyone. 
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