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The 4
th
 of July  

 

This historic year commemorates the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. Adopted on July 4, 1776, this 
foundational document formalized the separation of the 13 American colonies from British rule, marking the official birth of the 
United States as a sovereign nation. 
-The Founders: The document was primarily drafted by Thomas Jefferson and edited by a committee that included Benjamin 
Franklin and John Adams. 
-The Meaning: It established the colonies as united, free states and outlined the foundational American belief that all people 
have natural rights, including "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 
Because it is a landmark anniversary year, several major elements and events are taking place: 

¶ National Milestones: On July 4, 2026, an official 250-year time capsule will be sealed and buried at Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia. 

¶ Federal Schedule: Due to the Friday observance, federal offices, post offices, and many banks will be closed on July 3 

¶ Celebrations: Expect large-scale civic celebrations across Hillsborough County and downtown Tampa including Parades, Barbecues, Picnics, Fire-
works Displays, Concerts and Festivals. 
 

PSA - Please remember to celebrate responsibly this holiday by safely monitoring any fireworks, placing grills at least 10 feet from structures, and 
keeping a water source nearby. 

In August 2026, Country Place homeowners will be 
asked to vote on a proposed $25 increase in the an-
nual Special Maintenance District fee. The current 
fee is $50 per household, and the proposal would 
raise it to $75 per household. That sounds like a big 
change when stated as a yearly number, but it equals 
about $2.08 more per month. The important point is 
this: the fee has remained at $50 since the Country 
Place Maintenance District was established on De-
cember 17, 1986. In other words, the fee has not 
increased since the district began 40 years ago. 
 

The Country Place Special Maintenance District 
exists to maintain and improve the communityôs 
common ground areas. That work includes the up-
keep and appearance of shared spaces that help 
shape how our neighborhood looks and feels. 
 

The reason for the proposed increase is simple. The 
current fee no longer keeps up with the cost of main-
taining the community. The FY 2026 budget shows 
$77,000 in special assessments and $1 in interest, for 
total gross revenues of $77,001. After the 5% reduc-
tion required in the budget form, and after adding the 
estimated beginning fund balance of $24,496, total 
available revenue is $97,647. The same budget 
shows total operating expenses of $87,567 and non-
operating costs of $10,080, which means the budget 
balances only because prior funds are being used. It 
also shows no reserve for future capital. 
 

In plain language, that means the current $50 fee 
is not enough to fully support todayôs costs and 
also save for tomorrowôs major needs. Right now, 
the district is using old money to make the budget 
work. It is not building a meaningful reserve for the 
future. 
 

Country Place Maintenance District 
Why the August 2026 Vote Matters for Country Place 

Why is a $100,000 reserve important? Because our 
community has faced that kind of expense before. In 
2012, it took about $100,000 to replace the commu-
nity signs, and it took years to save that amount. 
Since then, the district has not been able to save 
funds for future sign replacement. Those signs are 
now about 14 years old. The boardôs consensus is 
that when they need to be replaced again, the cost 
will likely be more than $100,000. 
 

That is why this vote matters. The goal is not to 
collect extra money without a purpose. The goal is 
to stop falling behind and start rebuilding re-
serves for known future needs. 
 

If the annual fee increases from $50 to $75, assess-
ment revenue would rise by 50 percent. Using the 
same budget method, that would create about 
$12,079 per year in funds that could be saved after 
covering the current FY 2026 budget. At that rate, it 
would take about 8.3 years to save $100,000 starting 
from zero. If the district kept the currently estimated 
beginning fund balance of $24,496 in place, it 
would take about 6.3 years to reach $100,000. 
 

Even this increase would not create a large surplus. 
It would simply put the district in a better position 
to cover current costs and begin saving again for 
future expenses. That matters because waiting until 
major repairs or sign replacement are urgent would 
leave the community with fewer options and higher 
financial pressure. 
 

The August 2026 vote is about whether Country 
Place should continue operating with a fee set in 
1986, or take a modest step toward catching up with 
todayôs costs and preparing for tomorrowôs needs. A 

$25 increase would help protect the ap-
pearance of the community, support the 
districtôs ongoing work, and begin rebuild-
ing the savings needed for future sign re-
placement and other major maintenance 
costs. 
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As we move into the second half of the year, I wanted to 
take a moment to share a few community updates and 
thank everyone who continues to stay engaged in making 
our neighborhood a great place to live. 
 

One important item on the horizon is our upcoming Board 
of Directors election. I encourage anyone who is interested 
in serving the community to consider running, and I en-
courage all homeowners to participate in the voting pro-
cess. Our community is strongest when residents are in-
volved, and the Board benefits from a variety of perspec-
tives and ideas. Whether you have lived here for twenty 
years or twenty days, your perspective matters. More in-
formation about the election process, candidate applica-
tions, and important deadlines will be sent via mail soon. 
 

Remember that the Board recently amended a bylaw that 
allows residents in Sections 3A and 6 to serve on the 
Board, provided they are members in good standing. If you 
live in either of those areas, please consider getting in-
volved and running for a position. 
 

I also want to provide an update on our property manage-
ment services. The Board has been working closely with 
Greenacre Properties as we transition to a new property 
manager. Our goal throughout this process is to improve 
service, communication, and responsiveness for residents 
while ensuring a smooth transition. We appreciate every-
one's patience as this change takes place, and we will con-
tinue to keep the community informed as additional details 
become available. 
 

Once again, our Events Committee did a fantastic job 
bringing neighbors together, and the recent Ice Cream 
Social was a wonderful success. I am disappointed that I 
could not attend due to a lingering cold, but I saw the pic-
tures and posts and was encouraged to see so many neigh-
bors come out, spend time together, and enjoy a relaxed 

Presidentôs Message Å Matthew Banas 
afternoon with friends and family. Events like these remind 
us that our neighborhood is more than just a collection of 
homes. It is a community of people who care about where 
they live and the relationships they build with one another. 
 

Building on that momentum, we are already discussing 
more community events for the months ahead. We are ex-
cited about creating more opportunities for neighbors to 
connect, meet new residents, and strengthen the sense of 
community that makes our neighborhood special. 
 

As always, your feedback is important. If you have ideas for 
future events, suggestions for community improvements, or 
thoughts you'd like to share with the Board, please don't 
hesitate to reach out. Hearing directly from residents helps 
us better understand the needs and priorities of our commu-
nity, and we appreciate everyone who takes the time to get 
involved. 
 

Thank you for your continued support, participation, and 
commitment to our neighborhood. I look forward to seeing 
many of you at upcoming events and around the communi-
ty. 
 

Lastly, a quick reminder that HOA dues are due July 1st. 
Staying current helps us continue maintaining and improv-
ing the community we all share. 

 

Note:  To turn on payment text alerts and confir-
mation emails in the Vantaca portal: 
Begin on the Home Screen and click on your name 
(top right corner) ι My Profile ιAccount Prefer-
ences ι then select Payment Confirmation Emails 

and/or Payment Reminders via Text (halfway down page) 
and toggle to turn this option on. See example below 
 

Thank you for being part of what makes this community 
special! 

Example: turn on payment text alerts and confirmation emails  


