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 Community Association Updates 
 

Controlled Access-  
The Board and the Controlled Access Committee (CAC) have been 
reviewing community feedback regarding controlled access. The 
CAC will present its recommendations to the Board for discussion at 
the April BOD meeting to address residents' requests. Members are 
welcome to attend.  
 

Drainage-  
All drainage issues identified during the spring inspection have been 
resolved. The next inspection is scheduled for the fall. In the mean-
time, the Drainage Committee is preparing to launch the swale reha-
bilitation project on East Lake Woodlands Parkway between 
Hunter’s Drive and Hunter’s Place. This project will also include 
repairing the asphalt cart path and adding a pedestrian crosswalk 
across East Lake Woodlands Parkway.  
 

Landscaping-  
As we enter spring, the committee is set to begin several landscaping 
projects.  
 

In the cleared area on Woodlands Drive and Nina Way, a contractor 
will soon cut down and treat the remaining pepper tree stumps to 
prevent regrowth. Additionally, the area will be seeded with grass, 
allowing it to grow alongside natural grasses to create a welcoming 
habitat for birds to feed and nest.  
 

Woodlands Pkwy. entrance – sod replacement is scheduled for late 
March/early April for section within the medians at the SunTrust/
Truist entrance.    
 

ELWCA and Duke Energy are working with a contractor to have the 
storm debris removed from the property soon.   
 

The committee continues to find ways to enhance the property.  
 

Roads & Sidewalks-  
Green Earth Pressure Washing has done a great job of pressure 
washing the sidewalks and curbs within the community.  It has defi-
nitely made a difference.  
 

The committee will be meeting with contractors in April/May to 
discuss the next areas of sidewalk that will need to be repaired or 
replaced.  

Monument Signs at Tampa Rd. and East Lake Rd.-  
All three monument signs and the knee wall at Woodlands Blvd. are 
scheduled for a refresh.  The scope includes the removal of the flag 
stone, new stucco, paint, architectural enhancements and landscape 
lighting.  The new look will be modern and clean. 

 

Woodlands Blvd. 

Tampa Rd. 

Tampa Rd. Pond 
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The East Lake Woodlands newsletter is 

produced at no cost to the Homeowners 

Association or the residents of East Lake 

Woodlands. IKare Publishing is not 

responsible for the actions or credibility of 

any of the advertisers in this newsletters. It is 

the individual’s responsibility to check 

references on all advertisers.  

THE  OFFICIAL Newsletter OF                     

EAST LAKE WOODLANDS 

Jack Picker, President 

Jermaine Jenkins, Vice President 

Alena Miles, Treasurer 

Janie Baker, Secretary 

George Carollo, Director 

Santo Carollo, Director 

Cliff Lucido, Director 

Kate Rogers, Director 

Jeffrey Sherman, Director 

 
 

Email the Board at: 

board@eastlakewoodlands.com 

 

Monica D’Ambrosio,  

CommunityAssociation Manager 

mdambrosio@mgmt-assoc.com  

813-433-2000 

 

Visit our Website at: 

elw-fl.com or  

eastlakewoodlands.com 

 

 

ELWCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS FOR EAST LAKE WATER: 

Non-Emergency 727-784-8576 ext. 3864 

Emergency 727-223-1273 

Management & Assocs. 
813-433-2000 
Aberdeen 

Cluster 1 

Cluster 3 

Cluster 4 

Cluster 5 

Cross Creek 

Deerpath 

ELWCA 

Enclave 

Greenhaven 1 

Greenhaven 2 

Greenhaven 3 & 4 

Pinewinds 

Pinnacle 

Silverthorne 

Stonebriar 

St. Andrews 

Woodlands Estates 

Woodridge Green 

Worthington 

Ameri-Tech Prop. Mgmt. 
727-726-8000 
24701 US Hwy 19 N. Ste 
102 Clearwater FL. 33763 
Creekside, Cross Pointe 
Woods Landing 
 

B&C Community Mgmt. 
727-239-5991 
3504 Rodge Blvd 
Palm Harbor FL 34684 
Hunter’s Crossing 
 

Citadel Mgmt. 
727-938-7730 
905 E. Martin Luther King 
Jr Dr. Ste 310  
Tarpon Springs 34689 
Woodlake Run 1, 2, & 3 
 

Elite Property Mgmt. 
727-400-6850 
36181 East Lake Rd #407 
Palm Harbor FL 34685 
The Meadows 

Harbeck Hospilality 
844-944-0345 
2626 Tampa Rd #204 Palm 
Harbor FL 
Preserve, Turtle Creek 1&2 
 

Holiday Isles Prop. Mgmt. 
727-548-9402 
11350 66th St N Largo, FL 
33773 
Muirfield 
 

Progressive Mgmt. 
727-773-9542 
4151 Woodlands Pkwy Palm 
Harbor 34685 
Cypress 1, Patio Homes 
 

Qualified Property Mgmt. 
727-869-9700 
5901 US Hwy 19 S Ste 7 New 
Port Richey FL 34652 
Heatherwood, Laurel Oaks 
 

Resource Mgmt. 
727-796-5900 
28100 US Hwy 19 N Ste 205 
Clearwater FL 33761 
Hunter’s Trail 

Self-Managed 
Avenel  
Kirit Shah • 727-644-68721 
 

Diamond Crest   
Andy Brewton • 727-804-5822 
 

Hunters Crossing   
Jan Stammer • 727-772-3241 
 

Isleworth  
Michael Faehner • 727-306-0201 
 

Lake Shore Vista  
Doreen McKee • 727-771-7711 
 

The Cove  
Steve White  
 

Warwick Hills  
Stephen Sabarese•tdcsteve@gmail.com 
 

Sentry Mgmt. 
727-799-8982 
2605 Enterprise Rd E Ste 200  
Clearwater FL 33759 
Kingsmill 
 

Wise Property Management 
18550 N dale Mabry Lutz FL 33558 
Turtle Creek 3 & 4 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS 
Location:    Phone Number: 
 

Rover (Resident Request Number)  813-382-9997 

 

Country Club    727-784-8576 
 

ELW Water General Info/Accounting 727-784-8576 ex 3864 
 

ELW Water Emergency Maintenance Line 727-488-4961 
 

Pinellas County Sheriff, Non-emergency 727-582-6200 
 

Management and Associates 

Barcode Information, Mary Hunt  813-433-2014 
 

Management and Associates 

Manager, Monica D’Ambrosio  813-433-2004 
 

Management and Associates 

Accounting, Jessica Baker   813-433-2012 

VEHICLE RFID 
 
 

For additional questions please contact: 
Mary Hunt at 813-433-2014 

ELWCA MANAGEMENT COMPANIES 

mailto:dhudrlik@mgmt-assoc.com
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NEWS FROM THE CLUB 

 Communications Committee • Janie Baker 

 

Council of North  
County Neighborhoods  

Representing  
communities in   

North Pinellas County 
 

Upcoming Events 

Monday, May 19th at 7:00pm  
at the EL Library is our County 

Commission Forum.  
 

CNCN will host our Annual County 
Commission Forum. Please join us to 

hear the latest news and take this 
opportunity to address our 

commissioners and county administrator 
with your questions and comments. 

Pinellascncn.com 

You are welcome to attend ELWCA meetings. Please join 

us to learn more about your ELWCA community. Meeting 

dates and meeting times are posted on the message boards 

and in the calendar on our website elw-fl.com or 

eastlakewoodlands.com  

 

Did you grow up in Pinellas County? Have you lived in 

Pinellas County for a long, long time? Please send your 

stories and pictures to the Heron. jbakerelwca@gmail.com 

We would like to learn more about the story of our area 

before it was East Lake Woodlands! 

Pinellas County Schools 
Zoned for ELW  

 

Cypress Woods                     
Elementary                            

727-538-7325 
 

Forest Lakes                         
Elementary                              

813-891-0785 
 

Carwise Middle School 
727-724-1442  

 

East Lake High School 
727-942-5419 

 Do you have a positive  
shout out to your  

student or member  
of the ELW community?  

Please submit information  
to         

jbakerelwca@gmail.com 

Community Photos • Steve Sabarese 

DRIVE SLOWLY AND  
WATCH FOR PEDESTRIANS  

AND WILDLIFE 

mailto:jbakerelwca@gmail.com
mailto:jbakerelwca@gmail.com
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RFID Distribution:  
 
If you have purchased a new home or vehicle, please stop by the 

management office at 720 Brooker Creek Blvd., Suite 120 to fill out 

the vehicle RFID registration form.  The registration form can be 

found on the website www.eastlakewoodlands.com 

under the controlled-access tab. 

 

You will need to provide proof of residency within 

ELW (divers license, closing statement) and the 

registration for each vehicle that will be assigned 

an RFID.   

 

The cost of the RFID is $30.  We accept cash, 

check and money order.  

 

RFIDs will be issued Monday through Friday 

between 8:00AM and 11:45AM and from 1:00PM 

to 4:00PM.  

How To Obtain A New Gate Pass Called An RFID 
 
RFIDs to unbound contracted associations and unbound, non
-member, associations, will continue to have the same level 
of access at all seven gates.   

 
UNBOUND CONTRACTED 
ASSOCIATION OWNERS   

(CONTRACTED MEMBERS) 
 

CLUSTER 1, 3, 4 & 5 
CYPRESS ESTATES 1 

PATIO HOMES 
WOOD-LAND ESTATES 

 
UNBOUND ASSOCIATION  

OWNERS (NON-MEMBERS):  
OWNERS WITHIN  

 

CONDO 1-7  
CLUSTER 2 

CYPRESS 1-3 
LAKE ESTATES 
QUAIL FOREST 

 Communications Committee • Janie Baker 

Spring is here and outdoor chores are in order:   

• Service your mowers as they are about to work 

again regularly! 

• Adjust your sprinkler times for the drier months 

expected through May 

• Check your lawn and resod areas which were too 

weedy during the last growing season 

• Prune easement trees 15ft above roadway grade 

(anything below 15ft will get damaged by Republic 

Services trucks, Fedex, UPS etc.).  Prune shrubs 

and trees when new growth begins: The end of the 

dormant season is a good time to prune many trees 

and shrubs. Cold damaged shrubs can be pruned 

back to where new growth appears. 

• Replace plantings affected by  freezes. 

• If you have azaleas in your landscape they need to 

be pruned after blooming 

• Prune spring flowering trees and shrubs after 

blooming: Prune after the last flowers fade but be-

fore new buds set in mid to late summer 

• Mulch conserves moisture during dry weather and 

minimizes weeds in landscape beds. 

• The drier months are ideal for completing jobs like 

exterior home repainting.   

• Clean Mailboxes and mail posts. 

http://www.eastlakewoodlands.com
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 Thought Waves • Dave Feller 

Clear Air Turbulence 

 

Airplanes are able to fly because of a delicate balance between 

two main forces. Gravity is the force pulling the plane down for 

the surface. Lift is the force that pushes the plane upward against 

the force of gravity.  

 

Lift is generated by the airflow over the wings. The wings are 

shaped so that the airflow over the top of the wing is faster than 

the airflow below the bottom of the wing. The faster airflow over 

the top of the wing results in a lower air pressure on the top of the 

wing. As a result, the air pressure pushing upward on the bottom 

of the wing is now greater than the air pressure pushing 

downward on the top of the wing. This results in a net force 

acting upward that we call lift, and this is why a plane is able to 

fly. 

 

When a plane enters a region of turbulence (typically caused by 

eddies), wind shear, updraft or downdraft, or if a layer of ice 

forms on the wings, the smooth airflow over the wings becomes 

interrupted and the amount of lift being generated may decrease. 

This will cause the airplane to lose altitude - often dramatically - 

until the pilot can correct this situation or the entire plane moves 

out of the turbulent region. If the plane is at a cruising altitude 

this will usually just result in an exciting ride for a very short 

period of time, and this is one reason why airlines tell passengers 

to keep their seat belts on while they are seated. 

 

If the airplane runs into this type of turbulence near the ground, 

such as during takeoff or landing, the situation may be much 

more severe because the pilot may have very little time to correct 

the situation before the plane hits the ground. All major airports 

now have sophisticated Doppler radars installed to detect these 

dangerous conditions of wind shear near the ground.  

 

Atmospheric turbulence affecting aircraft sometimes occurs when 

the aircraft is crossing a frontal boundary or when entering or 

leaving a jet stream. The phenomenon is referred to as clear air 

turbulence because it usually occurs in clear air with blue skies 

and therefore little warning to pilots. The most reliable method 

for pilots to learn about regions where turbulence exists is from 

reports from other pilots to air traffic controllers or directly to 

other pilots who are in the air. Air traffic controllers can relay this 

information to flights in the vicinity.  

 

Take a look at this video that talks about how turbulence affects 

aircraft. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InDwr1fXx98 
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E A S T  L A K E  
L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

"Spreading Our Wings" Family 
Celebration 
Sat, 4/12/25 | 10:30am - 3:00pm 
All day celebration of the unveiling of our 
"Spreading Our Wings" Capital Campaign, 
including butterfly release, family butterfly 
mural in our Children's Garden, unveiling of 
our renderings for the Phase II Expansion, 
butterfly face-painting, and a full day of 
activities and fun.   
 
If your family would like to purchase a 
butterfly to add to the mural in the children's 
garden, please visit ELCL or call 727-773-
2665 starting on March 3rd to prepay and 
reserve a time slot for some painting fun! 
The suggested minimum is $25 per butterfly, 
but any greater amount is gratefully accepted 
to help expand the children's area.  
 
Brush Lettering: Create Your Own Cards 
Sat, 4/5/25 | 1:00pm - 2:00pm 
Discover the art of brush lettering and add a 
personal touch to your cards! Learn basic 
lettering techniques and create beautiful 
cards to keep or give away. Supplies are 
provided—just bring your creativity! 
 
Money Smarts for Teens: Budgeting & 
Saving Basics 
Mon, 4/7/25 | 6:00pm - 7:00pm 
Empower yourself with essential financial 
skills! This three-part seminar series will 
cover budgeting and saving, understanding 
credit cards and credit scores, and how to 
avoid scams and navigate renting basics. 
Each session is interactive and designed to 
prepare teens for real-life financial 
challenges. 
 
Teens who attend all three sessions will 
receive a certificate of completion and a $10 
gift card (e.g., Amazon, Starbucks, etc.) to 
celebrate their commitment to financial 
literacy! 
 
Veteran Benefits Info Night with Pinellas 
County Veterans Services 
Wed, 4/9/25 | 6:30pm - 7:30pm 
With more than 70,000 veterans residing in 
Pinellas County, the Pinellas County Office 
of Veterans Services is a vital link to helping 
residents understand and obtain important 
government services. The Veterans Services 
officers provide guidance and assistance to 

veterans, their dependents and survivors in 
applying for benefits provided by the state of 
Florida and the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs. There is no fee or cost for 
submitting an application for VA benefits, 
and services provided by Veterans Services 
are also free of charge. 
 
Join Michael P. Swonger, Veterans Services 
Director, Pinellas County Human Services, 
as he discusses: 
 
Pinellas County Veterans Services 
Service-Connected Disability Compensation 
Dependency Indemnity Compensation 
VA Pension / Survivors Pension 
VA Burial Benefits 
Florida Veteran Property Tax Exemptions 
Veterans Health Administration Benefits 
 
Adult Field Trip: Bird Banding 
Demonstration at Hammock Park 
Sun, 4/13/25 | 9:30am - 10:30am 
Hello, bird enthusiasts! 
 
Adults: for our next field trip, we will be 
joining Jim McGinity, Environmental 
Resource Teacher & Master Bird Bander 
from the Florida Avian Conservation, on 
Sunday, April 13th, 2025, for a Bird 
Banding Demonstration. You might 
remember him from our Backyard Birding 
presentation at the library in 2024.  
 
The Bird Banding Demonstration at 
Hammock Park is a come-and-go event from 
8am-12pm. However! The library will have 
their own field trip group (limit of 20 
registrants) that will join the event from 
9:30am-10:30am. Patrons are free to stay 
longer if they please. 
 
Introduction to Tai Chi 
Mon, 4/14/25 | 12:00pm - 12:45pm 
Join us as our instructor, Cathy Ordiway 
leads us through the slow, graceful 
movements of Tai Chi.  Its dancelike 
movements will help you become flexible, 
strong and relaxed and also help you achieve 
balance- both physically and emotionally. 
 
Stretching:  
The Somatic Way 
Fri, 4/18/25 | 10:30am - 11:30am 
Somatic flexibility technique is a gentle-
release practice that retrains the brain to 
allow the muscles to let go, release tension 
and relax. Using slow, focused movements, 
this form of healing is a way of re-educating 
the way our brain senses and moves our 
muscles. 
 
If you have back pain, headaches, general 
stiffness or posture issues, this class could 
help you! Over time you will begin to feel 
more balanced and more free in your mind 
and body! Join us!  Bring your own mat and 
yoga blocks. 

Advance Care Planning with Empath 
Health 
Tue, 4/22/25 | 11:00am - 12:00pm 
Empath Health’s My Life, My Choice 
Advance Care Planning is a thoughtful 
process to share and document your 
decisions for life-prolonging procedures and 
interventions when you are unable to speak 
and unlikely to recover. This is a valuable 
tool helps your family through this difficult 
time, giving them the information and peace 
they need to confidently carry out your 
wishes. 
 

Learning about the options available to you 
Reflecting on your values, cultural and 
spiritual beliefs, and treatment preferences 
and goals. Discussing your wishes with 
loved ones and healthcare providers. 
Choosing a decision maker and documenting 
your wishes in a legal document called a 
living will. Sharing copies of your plan with 
your healthcare surrogate, loved ones and 
providers. Visit https://empathhealth.org/
advance-care-planning/ to learn more. 
 
State of the Bay: Tampa Bay Estuary 
Program 
Wed, 4/23/25 | 6:30pm - 7:30pm 
Did you know about the Tampa Bay Estuary 
Program? 
 

The Tampa Bay Estuary Program's mission 
is to build partnerships to restore and protect 
Tampa Bay through implementation of a 
scientifically sound, community-based 
management plan. Collaborating with 
scientists and decision makers, TBEP 
monitors progress in achieving the goals of 
the community’s plan for a healthy Tampa 
Bay. Maya Burke, TBEP Assistant Director, 
will summarize the state of nutrient 
pollution, harmful algal blooms, and water 
quality; trends in habitats and land use, 
including seagrasses, mangroves, oysters, 
tidal creeks (and more!); and recommend 
ways the community can help protect Tampa 
Bay. Join us for this exciting presentation in 
celebration of Earth Day 2025 this week 
(Tue, Apr 22, 2025). 
 
Sunday Concert Series - The Vocalitas 
Sun, 4/27/25 | 2:00pm - 3:00pm 
Experience dazzling close-harmony swing 
era and 1950's sounds fused with popular 
hits of today.  Tickets are $15 and include 
refreshments after the performance. This 
event is hosted by the Friends of East Lake 
community Library. 
 

Teen Silent Book Club 
Tue, 4/29/25 | 6:00pm - 7:00pm 
Love reading but not the pressure of book 
discussions? Join our Teen Silent Book 
Club! Bring your current read or pick one 
from the library, and enjoy some quiet 
reading time with other book lovers. End the 
session by sharing your thoughts (if you 
want!) and discovering new books to read. 
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Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office                                      

Summary of Citations and Warnings 

 

JANUARY 2025 

Requested Patrols      9  Filled:  9  Not Filled:  0 
CITATIONS  WARNINGS VIOLATION 

  8  Stop sign 

  4  Speeding over 15+ 

  2  Equipment 

  1  Seatbelt Violation 

    1  Headlights 

 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Requested Patrols      9  Filled:  9  Not Filled:  0 
CITATIONS WARNINGS VIOLATION 

 3 16  Stop sign 

 1 19  Speeding over 1-15+ 

  2  Expired documents/tags 

  6  Failure to Display Documents 

  3  Equipment 

  1  Taillights Out/No Trailer Lights 

  1  Other 

East Lake Library News Continued 

Chef Warren Presents: Middle Eastern 
Cuisine 
Wed, 4/30/25 | 6:30pm - 7:30pm 
Join Chef Warren as he shares dozens of 
kitchen tips, cooking hints and humorous 
anecdotes about the joys and challenges of 
Middle Eastern cooking for two. Chef 
Warren will explore and demonstrate fresh, 
bold and flavorful, favorites like shakshuka,  
falafel, shawarma, and  tabouli and will 
show you how these wonderful dishes can be 
part of a healthy repertoire. 
 
Chef Warren will end the presentation with a 
cooking demonstration, preparing a healthy 
Middle Eastern entrée that anyone can 
replicate in their own home in less than 15 
minutes. 
 
East Lake Real Estate Forum and 
Homeowner Seminar: Insights, Education, 
Community 
Thu, 5/1/25 | 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
A panel of local experts will present a panel 
discussion to help you navigate the real 
estate maze. Are you interested in selling? 
Downsizing? Worried about interest rates, 
capital gain taxes, etc.? This is the place to 
get your questions answered. Space is 
limited - Pre-registration will be available 
through Eventbrite on March 17th. Wine and 
finger foods will be served. 
 
Non-Profits Open House/Volunteer Fair 
Sat, 5/10/25 | 10:00am - 1:00pm 
East Lake non-profit organizations are 
hosting an Open House/Volunteer Fair to 
learn more about what our community has to 
offer and provide a way to give back through 
volunteering opportunities in a variety of 
local agencies. Have a few hours to spare 
each week or want to earn service hours for 
Bright Futures Scholarships? Have some 

extra time this summer to help out? Here's 
the event you won't want to miss! 
 
Mah Jongg 
Tue, 5/6/25 | 1:00pm - 4:00pm 
Whether you are an experienced player or 
newbie, now is your chance to play Mah 
Jongg at the library! 
 
Experienced players will be on hand to teach 
those new to the game. Sign-up required for 
each session. Please bring your own Mah 
Jongg sets, if you have them.  
 
The club will meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month unless otherwise noted on the 
library calendar.  
 
Please be aware that this is a library-
sponsored program open to all levels of play. 
If you are an experienced player who prefers 
to play only with those at his/her level, then 
this program is not for you. Our goal is to 
provide a welcome environment for all who 
wish to participate, learn, and improve their 
skills. 
 
ELCL Annual East Lake High School Art 
Show 
Fri, 5/16/25 | 6:00pm - 7:15pm 
Join us for our annual East Lake High 
School Art Show! 
 
Eileen Iacobucci, Visual Arts Teacher at 
East Lake High School, will lead the 
showcase while students and their guardians 
will be present to showcase their work. 
 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Join us as we support our local ELHS artists! 
 
The Tampa Bay History Center Presents: 
"Tampa's Got the Blues" 

Wed, 5/21/25 | 4:00pm - 5:00pm 
From the 1920s to the 1960s Central Avenue 
was an exciting place for musical 
entertainment. Many well-known blues and 
jazz artists played on the “Chitlin Circuit,” 
which included Tampa. Famous entertainers 
such as Tampa Red, Ray Charles and others 
got their start right here. And celebrities like 
James Brown, B.B. King, Ella Fitzgerald, 
and many more, performed on Central 
Avenue. Come hear their sounds and stories. 
 
Tree Pruning with Pinellas County Public 
Works Urban Forestry and Landscapes 
Services 
Fri, 5/23/25 | 10:30am - 11:30am  
May is a good time to introduce summer 
storm season prep such as recognizing tree 
risk and corrective pruning. Just in time for 
storm season, Urban Forestry and 
Landscapes Services will present on tree 
pruning best practices, just in time for storm 
season. 
 
Flower Arranging and Faux Calligraphy 
with House of Petals Co. and Inky Fingers 
Calligraphy 
Wed, 5/28/25 | 6:00pm - 7:30pm 
Join us for a hands-on Flower Arranging 
Class with House of Petals Co! Learn the art 
of floral design from expert florists, using 
fresh, seasonal blooms to create a stunning 
arrangement to take home. Whether you're a 
beginner or a flower enthusiast, this fun and 
interactive class will teach you pro tips on 
color pairing, texture, and styling. Once your 
bouquet is complete, you'll have a short 
lesson in faux calligraphy so that you can 
decorate a paper carrier to hold the flowers 
All materials are provided—just bring your 
creativity!  
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Your local Edward Jones office since 2008 with over 50 years of combined experience serving our clients.  
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East Lake Fire Rescue • Fire Marshal, Pamela DeMeo 

East Lake Fire Rescue Offers Essential Tips for Wildfire Safety and 

Prevention 
 

As Florida enters peak wildfire season, East Lake Fire Rescue re-

minds residents to take proactive steps to protect their homes and 

communities. Wildfires can spread rapidly, especially during dry and 

windy conditions, making preparedness crucial. 
 

Preventing Wildfires 

Most wildfires are caused by human activity, meaning prevention is 

key. Follow these safety tips to reduce the risk: 

• Be mindful with outdoor recreational fires. Always check local 

regulations and never leave a fire unattended. 

• Properly dispose of cigarettes: Never discard smoking materials 

on the ground or out of a car window. 

• Use equipment safely: Sparks from lawnmowers, chainsaws, and 

vehicles can ignite dry vegetation. Keep equipment maintained 

and avoid using it during extreme heat or wind. 

• Create defensible space: Keep a 30-foot safety zone around your 

home by clearing dry leaves, pine needles, and dead vegetation. 
 

Protecting Your Home 
 

Taking a few simple precautions can help safeguard your home 

against wildfire: 

• Trim trees and shrubs: Maintain a safe distance between branch-

es and your home, and remove dead or overhanging limbs. 

• Use fire-resistant materials: Consider non-combustible roofing, 

siding, and fencing to reduce fire spread. 

• Keep gutters clean: Remove dry debris that could ignite from 

flying embers. 

• Ensure accessibility: Clearly mark your address, and maintain 

wide, clear driveways for emergency vehicles. 
 

Homeowners Associations  

• Maintain fire department access: Ensure all access roads main-

tain a minimum vertical clearance of 13 feet 6 inches and a min-

imum of 20 feet clear width. This is necessary to allow emer-

gency vehicles, especially fire trucks, to pass through without 

obstruction by trimming trees and removing any obstructions. 

• Address numbers: Shall be 12-inch numbers on all multi-family 

and commercial buildings with a contrasting background.  

• Fire hydrant clearance: Provide a clear space of at least 5 feet in 

front and 3 feet behind and to the sides.  

• Ensure accessibility: Ensure all gates are maintained in good 

working condition and provide fire department access.  
 

Be Ready to Evacuate 

In the event of a wildfire, having a plan can save lives: 

• Prepare an emergency kit: Include essential supplies such as 

food, water, medications, important documents, and a change of 

clothes. 

• Have multiple evacuation routes: Know more than one way out 

of your neighborhood in case roads are blocked. 

• Sign up for alerts: Stay informed through local emergency noti-

fications and follow official evacuation orders. 
 

Wildfire prevention and preparedness are community efforts. By 

taking these steps, residents can help reduce the risk of wildfires and 

protect their homes. For more information, visit East Lake Fire Res-

cue’s website or follow us on social media. 
 

Stay safe and fire-aware! 
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Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Funds 
(CDBG-DR) 
Last updated on January 30, 2025 
 
Hurricanes Helene and Milton 
Overview of Allocation 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
directly awarded Pinellas County funding to support long‐term 
recovery efforts following Hurricanes Helene and Milton. These 
funds are designated to primarily benefit low- and moderate-
income households and communities. Each CDBG-DR activity 
must address a disaster-related impact (direct or indirect), be a 
CDBG eligible activity, and meet a CDBG national objective. 
$813,783,000 
Total Pinellas County CDBG-DR Direct Allocation 
 
CDBG-DR funding supports disaster relief, long-term recovery, 
restoration of infrastructure and housing, economic revitalization and 
mitigation in the most impacted and distressed areas, according to 
HUD. These funds are designated to primarily benefit low- and 
moderate-income households and communities. No program 
allocations have been made at this time. Pinellas County will 
announce opportunities for public input on developing an action plan 
for these funds in the near future. Identifying how to best use the 
funds and starting programs to distribute them is expected to take 

Swallow-tailed kites used to nest in 21 states and are now down to 7.  Florida carries the population of this 
species in the United States. They are not considered endangered, but they are a species of greatest conserva-

tion need, particularly due to their diverse diet and their long migration. They arrive on their natal territories in 
early March.  Seen often in 3’s, they drift effortlessly through the air, using their tail as a rudder.  Females will 

perch early in the morning to preen, and males deliver lizards for breakfast.  The third bird is often seen with 
them and acts as a helper or back up during nesting season.  Found in some of the tallest trees, their nests sway 

in the air at around 110 feet. Usually, they are located within cypress domes.  Their favorite tree is the loblolly 
pine. Sturdier slash pines are sometimes used as well, a choice that bodes well for the nest during our windier 
season.  Incubation starts in early April.  By June, the kids have fledged if the nest has not failed due to weath-

er or owls.   Parents teach the young the hunting route.  They are incredibly social birds and are known to 
check on their neighbors as well.  Where there is one kite nest, there are likely more kite nests.  They are known to take baby birds, snakes, 

lizards, baby turkeys, bats, rodents, dragonflies, frogs, wasps and many other insects.  Uniquely, for a species that migrates to South America, 
after the young have learned the territory, they often head north towards agricultural areas to fatten up on insects.  Hundreds of kites will 

gather where rich food supplies exist. Swallow-tailed kites have the spongiest stomachs of all raptors because they eat so many stinging in-
sects.  This makes them beneficial to our crops.  Once they reach their desired weight, they gather in groups by the hundreds at various areas 

throughout the state as they stage for migration.  Late summer they being to cross the Gulf of America/Mexico towards the Yucatan Peninsu-
la. They go deep into South American and intermingle with a non-migratory group of swallow-tailed kites.  Fires in the Amazon benefit the 
kites as they are known to skirt the edges of the fires to catch escaping prey.  They then turn around and sail back. Many kites are seen in East 

Lake as they nest throughout the preserve and Pinellas County.  Join Tampa Bay Raptor Rescue on April 5 th, 10:30am, at Brooker Creek Pre-
serve to meet Sunshine and Tory, two beautiful Swallow-tailed Kites that live at Moccasin Lake Nature Park.  The program is sponsored by 

Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve. 

several months. Stay tuned for more information.  Additional 
questions, contact Matthew Spoor, Pinellas County 
Administration, recovery@pinellas.gov, 727-464-4600 
I have been provided the dates for the public hearings and wanted to 
provide you with the information.  
  
Pinellas County CDBG-DR Public Hearings 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
  

South County – April 7th 
Lealman Exchange 

Ray Neri Room 
5175 45th Street North             

St. Petersburg, FL 33714 
  

Mid County – April 10th 
City of Dunedin – City Hall 

Commission Chambers 
737 Louden Ave 

Dunedin, FL 34698 
  

North County – April 24th 
Harbor Hall/White Chapel 

1190 Georgia Avenue 
Palm Harbor, FL 34683 

 Swallow Tailed Kites • Barbara Walker 

mailto:recovery@pinellas.gov
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Easter Scavenger Hunt 

Its what hundreds of thousands of kids do 

year after year on Easter morning. Its what 

we all  remember doing as a child, 

searching for those eggs, hoping we can 

find them all so we don’t have a rotten egg 

in a few days. There’s more than just a 

traditional Easter egg hunt to do on Easter 

morning! These are some fun Easter 

scavenger hunt ideas for kids to do to 

celebrate and have fun with Easter!  

• Roses are red, violets are blue, look in 

the place, where u keep your 

shoes (shoe cupboard/rack) 

• Let's escape to a fairytale today, 

Cinderella or little Miss Hubbard! Your 

clue is hidden in the….(cupboard) 

• Pens and pencils, books and lunch 

you’ll find me here I have a 

hunch (School bag) 

• I have four legs but cannot walk; you sit 

at me, when using your knife and 

fork! (Stick under the kitchen/dining 

table) 

• Scrape the scraps off your plate; this 

machine cleans them just as great! 

(Dishwasher) 

• Ring ring time to rise and shine. (Near the 

alarm clock) 

• You've been at this for some time, now 

you're getting the rhythm your next egg/

clue is hidden behind your favorite games 

system! (Playstation, Xbox, Wii) 

• Cozy and Warm you rest your head (Your 

Bed) 

• Leafy and green is where I can be seen 

(Plants) 

• I love to see my reflection – I am such a 

pretty egg (Near the mirror) 

• Soaking, soapy, sudsy bubbles, if you 

don`t find me I will be in trouble. (Bath) 

• I have two wheels that spin, ride it fast 

and you may win, you choose the 

direction, but wear a helmet for 

protection! (Near their bike) 

• Come find me before `the mouse’ eats 

me! (Computer) 

• If I take a spin I will come out all clean 

again (Washing machine, laundry room) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• If the Easter bunny left you a letter – 

where might you find it (Mailbox) 

• I play in it at the beach or in the yard, but 

there`s no need to build castle (Near or in 

the sandbox) 

• Check the desk, on a top-row shelf. 

• I'll bet you can find the clue by 

yourself. (Desk) 

• A rubber ducky says rub-a-dub-

dub.? (Bath) 

• You'll find in your closet a basket, now 

GO! 

It's been hiding in there the whole time, 

don't you know? (Closet/wardrobe) 

• You sit on me all day, sometimes you 

even lay, I'm where you watch T.V. I'm 

very easy to see (Couch) 

• I'm always cold, I'm never hot, you keep 

food here, I'm always near (Refrigerator) 

• In the room we bake a pie, where do we 

look out to see the sky? Your next clue 

you will spy. (Put the next clue on the 

kitchen window) 

• Look, oh look see, and yourself you will 

see. And when you do, you will find your 

next clue. (Mirror) 

• Sweaty and stinky this hunt has made 

you, 

don't give up. To clean yourself this is 

where you'll need to go, (Bathroom) 

• This is close to where you sleep, you 

might keep toys under here, there are no 

monster here as you see, you will find 

something and say "YIPEE!" (Under 

bed)  

• The numbers 1 to 12 are here, take a look 

for some Easter cheer. (Clock)  

• I have 4 legs, but cannot walk. You may 

sit and me and use your knife and 

fork. (Dinner table)  

• If eggs are what you are looking to find, 

take a look in the paper you 

unwind. (Toilet roll) 

• The next Easter egg will be found with 

ease If you get a sudden urge to 

sneeze (In a box of tissues) 

Happy Hiding! 
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